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Preface

One of the most innovative and indeed radical ideas in both the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is 
the special role given to child participation, specifically the right of the child to freedom 
of thought and expression.

One way of ascertaining children and youth concerns and giving them a voice in 
mirroring their authentic situation, in articulating their anxieties, hopes and aspirations 
and in channelling their enormous energy into positive and constructive endeavours is 
through carefully designed and administered children and youth polls.

This opinion poll was initiated by the UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa Regional 
Office and The African Child Policy Forum and conducted in eight eastern and 
southern African countries. It pioneers this method of conducting polls on the 
continent and establishes the Eastern and Southern Africa Region as the fourth 
region where such opinion polls have been conducted by UNICEF (the other three 
being Latin America, Eastern Europe and Asia). 

This project was carried out in eight eastern and southern African countries: Angola, 
Botswana, Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi, Rwanda, Somalia and Tanzania. In each of 
these countries 500 children and youth were surveyed for this poll. Children were 
interviewed face-to-face using a structured interviewing technique. This process 
included translating the questionnaires into the different languages of the countries 
involved, interviewing children and youth, data gathering and sorting, and writing eight 
country reports and a regional report.

The results of this extensive survey have revealed new insights and confirmed 
existing knowledge. Children have spoken about their wellbeing, happiness and 
emotions; relationships with family and friends; the community; and perceptions about 
different issues concerning them and their countries and leaders. 

This report records the authentic voices of African children. It is a window into 
their lives, thoughts and perceptions. Being the first study of its kind on the African 
continent, it provides a means to better engage African children and youth in policy 
dialogue as well as in efforts to change their lives for the better.

Assefa Bequele (PhD)
Executive Director, 
The African Child Policy Forum
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report presents the main findings of a Statistical Presentation of Opinions and 
Perceptions of Children and Youth conducted in Angola in 2006 by The African Child Policy 
Forum in partnership with UNICEF’s Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office. The 
objectives of the poll were to seek the opinions of children on some of the issues shaping 
their lives; to identify the problems and issues that they see as priorities in the children’s 
rights agenda; and to understand their perceptions of the importance of their role in decision 
making by the government and by civil society in general.

In Angola, a total of 500 interviews were conducted amongst children and youth aged nine 
to 17 years old. Approximately half these interviews were conducted in urban areas and half 
were carried out in rural areas. Data was then reweighted to make it representative of the 
youth population in Angola where 66 per cent of young people aged between nine and 17 
years old live in urban areas and 34 per cent live in rural areas. 

Children’s Perceptions of Themselves 

Moments of Happiness
The majority of children – almost 80 per cent – claimed to be ‘happy’ and 50 per cent of the 
children questioned were in that mood ‘most of the time’. Amongst the remaining children, 
most were happy ‘only sometimes’ (42%).

The children’s responses showed that the situations they identify as times when they are 
happy were generally when they are with family; are in the company of friends; are playing; 
and when they perform well in school.� 

Figure 1 – Situations in which children and youth stated that they were happy
			 
	

�	 The number of responses may exceed the number of children and youth interviewed as some respondents 
gave multiple answers.

When I am with 
friends (64%)
When I am with 
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When I am playing 
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Moments of Sadness
Children stated that their mood is adversely affected primarily when they are punished; they 
are told off or scolded; they perform poorly in school; and when there are arguments at 
home.
				  

Figure 2 – Situations in which children and youth stated that they were sad

	

Children’s Worries
Children are largely concerned about any misfortunes that affect family members; their 
performance in school; the poor economic situation and lack of money; and about arguments 
among family members. 

			 

Children and Employment
Over 90 per cent of the children questioned were not engaged in any type of paid 
employment and over 80 per cent said they were not doing any kind of work for which they 
were not paid. Almost a fifth occasionally carried out jobs for which they were not paid.

Home and Family
Generally, children enjoy a ‘good’ or ‘very good’ relationship with their parents and feel that 
they have a special bond with both their mother and their father. Children cited the fact that 
their parents pay attention to their children; and that they communicate with them and listen 
to them as the main reasons why they appreciate their mother and father. Children also value 
their parents for nurturing them with selfless love, care and good treatment.
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However, when asked what changes they would like in their parents, children wished that 
their parents were more understanding; would not argue; were not so strict; and would be at 
home more often to spend quality time with the children.

Only one fifth of the children and youth questioned claimed that they were consulted at home 
on issues concerning them. A further 30 per cent claimed they were consulted on some 
issues depending on the situation.

One out of every two children reported family members screaming at each other in their 
home. One out of every three respondents reported that there were incidents of beating in 
their homes, but these incidents tended to occur infrequently, with children and youth stated 
that they took place ‘rarely’ or ‘now and then’. Approximately half of the children and youth 
questioned believed that talking to each other rationally rather than screaming or hitting each 
other always helps to solve issues.

The values and principles that parents have instilled in their children include: 
•	To tell the truth and to be honest (78%)
•	To respect others (70%)
•	Not to steal (68%)
•	To be responsible (56%) 
•	To act in a way that others will respect (51%)
•	To help others (43%)

Children and School
The majority of the children and youth question attend school (81%). The key reasons they 
gave to explain why they go to school were:

•	To learn (77%)
•	To become someone who is respected (67%)
•	To be a well-cultivated person (51%) 
•	To have a profession (45%)
•	It is their right to go to school (38%)

All these reasons basically describe the path to a successful future.

On the whole, children rated the quality of their relationships with their teachers favourably, 
with 26 per cent stating that it was ‘very good’ and 59 per cent reporting that it was ‘good’. 
Relationships between schoolmates were also rated positively, although relationships with 
schoolmates of the opposite sex were rated marginally, but not significantly, lower.

Approximately half the students seemed to find it easy to discuss student problems and 
needs in school. This was mainly due to good levels of understanding between students and 
teachers and, to some extent, between the students. In addition, children and youth reported 
that they were able to raise issues and problems at assemblies or councils.

A small proportion of students did find it difficult to discuss student problems and needs in 
school. The key reason they gave was that ‘the system is rigid’: students fear talking to or 
approaching their teachers due to lack of cooperation or interest from these teachers.

In terms of issues that children and youth felt should be addressed in school, a small number 
suggested that teachers should be more thorough in their teaching and that they should not 
be harsh or strict.

Very few students made specific suggestions to parents about school, although a small 
proportion urged parents to ensure that they provide fees and other items needed for school. 
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Friends and Fun
When asked where they have fun, children generally stated that they have fun at home (56%), at 
school (45%) and in the neighbourhood playground (45%).

Slightly more than 40 per cent of the children and youth claimed to be members of clubs or 
organisations. Sports clubs and religious clubs were the most widely attended (46% and 47% 
respectively), followed by dance clubs (17%), musical groups (15%), youth groups (13%) and HIV/
AIDS clubs (12%).

The two issues that were most frequently discussed with friends were hobbies and games (55%), 
and doing well in school (40%). Other issues discussed were: 

•	Family problems (33%)
•	Friendship within the group (29%)
•	HIV/AIDS and sexual behaviour (27%)
•	Fashion (25%)
•	The opposite sex (22%) 
•	Drugs/alcoholism (21%)

Their relationships with friends were described widely as ‘warm’ (57%) and having ‘mutual respect’ 
(62%). Their relationships with ‘other groups’ and with the ‘opposite sex’ were consistently 
described as ‘respectful’ (44% and 46%) and ‘warm’ (23% and 28%). In addition, their relationship 
with ‘other groups’ were also described as being ‘competitive’ (24%).

Generally, most of the young people’s friends were accepted by their families (83%), their 
neighbourhood (68%) and by their school (44%). 

Children and the Community
Only seven per cent of the children and youth questioned claimed they were consulted on matters 
affecting children in the neighbourhood and twice as many (15%) believe they were not consulted 
adequately. Among the balance, approximately 37 per cent claimed not to be consulted at all by 
local authorities and a similar proportion (40%) did not know about any system of consultation by 
the local authorities.

When asked about the issues on which they wish to be consulted, approximately one third of the 
children and youth did not respond. Smaller proportions cited to the need for development and for 
infrastructure to be built (17%), and matters relating to crime, war and insecurity (12%). Several 
other issues relating to health, the environment and education were raised as concerns by small 
proportions of respondents.

A majority of 58 per cent of the children and youth considered their neighbourhood to be safe 
during the day. However, only 37 per cent believed that their neighbourhood was safe at night. 

One out of every three young people was aware of cases of violence among family and friends 
and approximately three out of every 20 children had experienced violence themselves. Most of 
the cases of violence related to incidents of assault or robbery.

A substantial proportion of respondents believed that society treats poor children and children 
affected or infected by HIV/AIDS unfairly (41% and 33% respectively). In addition, they believed 
that disabled children (28%) and children from different ethnic groups (16%) were treated unfairly.

It is interesting to note that after the parents and grandparents, church leaders and teachers 
emerged as the individuals most trusted by the children and youth. Among the least trusted 
institutions and individuals were the government, the police, the army and the president of Angola.
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The Children and Youth’s Worldview

Personalities Children Admire

Among the people admired by the children and youth surveyed in Angola were singers/
musical groups (40%); sportsmen/women (12%); and actors/actresses (13%).

Ambitions
Among the wide range of careers and professions in which the children and youth expressed 
an interest in were:

•	Engineering (21%) 
•	Becoming a doctor (15%)
•	Teaching (8%)
•	Law (8%)
•	Journalism (8%)

Expectations for the Future	
A majority of the children (56%) believed that life in Angola today is better than it was 10 
years ago and about three quarters anticipate leading a ‘better’ or ‘much better’ life in the 
future than the life their parents are leading at present. An overall majority of 70 per cent of 
the children and youth were optimistic that in the future Angola will be a better place to live, 
with less poverty (51%); less delinquency and violence (51%); less unemployment (42%); 
and better education (41%).

Of the children and youth questioned, 44 per cent felt that they would prefer to continue living 
in Angola if given a choice as an adult. A similar proportion (38%) would consider moving to 
another place such as Europe including the United Kingdom, South America and the United 
States of America.

Only a third of the children and youth questioned believed that elections are a ‘very effective’ 
or ’rather effective’ means to improve the state of a country. 

Children and youth had several expectations of the government. Most of these related to 
improved educational support for children; provision of health care facilities and services for 
all; development of infrastructure; development of sports facilities; and care for vulnerable 
groups and the needy.

Children’s Awareness of their Rights 
Among the children’s rights spontaneously mentioned by respondents was their right to 
education (60%). Other rights that were mentioned by more than 40 per cent of the children 
and youth were:

•	The right not to be hurt or mistreated (49%)
•	The right to play (45%)
•	The right to health (47%)
•	The right to free expression (44%)
•	The right to be loved (43%)
•	The right to a healthy environment (41%)
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Awareness of HIV/AIDS
Levels of awareness of HIV/AIDS in Angola were fairly encouraging. Approximately 80 per 
cent of children and youth surveyed said that they were aware of HIV/AIDS to some degree, 
with 50 per cent stating that they knew ‘something’ or ‘a lot’. However, 29 per cent knew ‘very 
little’. The level of awareness was higher among the older age group.

Information on transmission of HIV and prevention measures appeared to be fairly well 
known by the children and youth with 72 per cent stating that HIV can be transmitted through 
sexual intercourse and 67 per cent indicating that it can be transmitted through the use of 
non-sterile syringes or needles. Among the prevention measures cited by the children were: 
use of condoms (83%); delay in first sexual relationship (35%); and not sharing syringes or 
needles (67%). 

Addiction to Drugs, Tobacco and Alcohol
Less than 10 per cent of the children and youth knew of friends or family that have tried or 
were addicted to illegal drugs. A similarly small proportion knew of friends or family who had 
either tried or were addicted to tobacco or alcohol; 21 per cent and 31 per cent reported that 
they knew of friends who had tried tobacco and alcohol respectively, and 15 per cent and 23 
per cent knew of friends who were addicted to tobacco and alcohol respectively. 

Awareness of prevention of drug abuse was claimed by about half of all children, although 
only a third knew ‘a lot’ or ‘somewhat’ about drugs prevention measures.

Traditional Practices
Among the traditional practices widely known were:

•	Male circumcision (57%)
•	Early marriage (44%)
•	Child bondage (43%)
•	Polygamy (41%)
•	Skin piercing (39%)

Relatively few children and youth referred to widow inheritance (11%) and Girls genital 
mutilation (14%) when asked to name traditional practices of which they were aware.

Most of the traditional practices mentioned were perceived to be harmful. Problems and 
adverse situations that were cited as consequences ranged from death, having to leave 
school and child abuse to having to accept responsibilities at an young age in case of early 
marriage.
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Chapter one: Background and objectives

1.0 Introduction  

One of the most innovative and radical ideas in both the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is the importance given 
to child participation, specifically the right of the child to freedom of thought and expression. 
The relevant articles in the two instruments are of particular significance to those working 
in the field of child rights as they confirm the importance of identifying the real thoughts, 
concerns, dreams and aspirations of children. By providing children and youth with a space 
to talk about their situation, and articulate their anxieties, hopes and aspirations, we gain an 
essential tool to comprehensively address their needs and ensure their rights and welfare. 

The African Child Policy Forum in partnership with the UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa 
Regional Office launched the Children and Youth Polls project with the aim of establishing a 
continent-wide poll of views and perceptions of African children and youth that can be used 
to influence strategies, policies and policy-makers. Within this first phase of the programme 
the polls cover eight countries in Eastern and Southern Africa. These are:

•	Angola	 	
•	Botswana		
•	Burundi		
•	Ethiopia		
•	Malawi
•	Rwanda
•	Somalia
•	Tanzania

This opinion poll was conducted amongst children and youth in selected African countries. 
It is the first of its kind to be done in most of these countries and will provide a framework 
for similar polls in the future. However, it is the fourth region of the world where such polls 
have now been carried out by UNICEF. The findings of the survey will help organisations, 
and other stakeholders, to address some of the concerns of African children in each country. 
Further, the results may give an insight into how some of the problems Africa faces as a 
continent may be solved.

This report presents the findings of the opinion poll conducted amongst children and youth in 
Angola.

1.1 Objectives
 
The key objectives of this opinion poll were to:

•	Document the concerns of children and youth including their opinions, dreams and 
aspirations with a focus on issues, situations and conditions that might affect their lives;

•	Identify what problems and issues children and youth see as a priority regarding their 
rights and welfare;

•	Provide partners, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and governments with 
additional information to facilitate more effective action and policy making;

•	Indicate areas where programmatic response and practical actions could improve the lives 
of African children;

•	Develop effective polling and survey instruments both for recording and monitoring the 
concerns of children and youth on a continuous basis;

•	Enhance child and youth participation in matters concerning their wellbeing by promoting 
their views and opinions.
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1.2 Methodology 

A quantitative survey was conducted amongst a sample of 500 children in Angola to poll their 
opinions. These children and youth were drawn from two age groups: nine to 13 years and 
14 to 17 years. The two age groups have been referred to as ‘Age 1’ and ‘Age 2’ respectively 
in the report. 

Interviewing according to population distribution would have produced too few urban 
interviews. This would have prevented meaningful analysis by various sub-groups within 
urban areas. The sample was thus split equally between urban and rural areas and 
was reweighted at the analysis stage to ensure it was representative of the geographic 
distribution of the country’s population. 

The field questionnaire used in this study and the sample specifications were provided by 
UNICEF’s Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office.

There are 18 administrative provinces in Angola. These are Bengo, Benguela, Bie, Cabinda, 
Cuando Cubango, Cuanza Norte, Cuanza Sul, Cunene, Huambo, Huila, Luanda, Lunda 
Norte, Lunda Sul, Malanje, Moxico, Namibe, Uige and Zaire. 
	
The research team selected two regions in Angola for the survey, namely Luanda and 
Huambo, on the basis of the sample size required, security issues and the infrastructure in 
the country. Fieldwork covered both urban and rural areas in the two selected regions.

Sampling points were selected by identifying key residential areas within each selected 
region. The Random Route Walk Method was used to select each household to be included 
in the study, and the Kish Grid method was used to select the child within the household.�	
			 
1.2.a Strengths and Weaknesses of Opinion Polls 
Opinion polls provide a useful tool for collecting information. This is because:

•	they are quicker and easier to carry out than other research methods;
•	they can be used by policy-makers and other adults to clarify the significance of various 

issues. More specifically, these polls can be used to educate relevant adults about 
children’s hopes, ambitions, goals and concerns.

•	They are credible sources of information for the media and policy makers in democratic 
societies: they provide the real voices of people who have been asked to respond 
spontaneously. 

Ultimately, they provide an effective tool to collect and reflect the views of children living 
across Africa. The opportunities this exercise provides should not be underestimated; as 
Carol Bellamy (Executive Director of UNICEF from 1995 to 2005) says:

Children are not only the future, they are our present and we need to start 
taking their voices seriously. We must listen carefully to what young people 
have to say and give them every opportunity to speak. We must reach out to 
them and encourage them to participate in the decision-making process that 
affects their lives.

However, opinion polls are limited by a number of factors. An opinion poll is a form of scientific 
survey that aims to provide a snapshot of public opinion at the point in time at which the 
fieldwork was carried out. Hence two opinion polls conducted on consecutive days can have 
marked differences in outcome as public opinion tends to fluctuate rapidly. 

�	       Please see the Appendix Two for a description of the Kish Grid Method and a copy of the field questionnaire 
used in the survey.
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The reliability of all polls may also be affected by research subjects’ motivation, honesty, 
memory and ability to respond. Subjects may not be aware of their reasons for carrying out 
any given action. They may have forgotten these reasons. Further, they may not want to 
give accurate answers or may be motivated to give answers that present themselves in a 
favourable light.

In addition, survey results may be affected by response bias; participants may not answer 
honestly or the set of answers to survey questions may lead to vague data sets because at 
times they are relative only to a personal abstract notion concerning ‘strength of choice’. For 
example, the choice ‘moderately agree’ may mean different things to different subjects, and 
to anyone interpreting the data for correlation. Even ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers are problematic 
because subjects may respond ‘no’ if the choice ‘only once’ is not available. 

Although individuals who are asked to respond to any survey are often a random sample, the 
characteristics of those who agree to be interviewed may be markedly different from those 
who decline. That is, the actual sample is a biased version of the group the researcher wants 
to analyse. In these cases, bias introduces new errors. This research uses the Random 
Sampling and Kish Grid Method to minimise the possibility of bias.

Polls involving children may encounter further problems. Children often tend to be shy and 
intimidated by older people asking questions. They are likely to be more open and give more 
honest answers when surveyed in an informal setting and interviewed by someone within their 
group or by someone their own age. However, this problem is not unique to opinion polls. 
Indeed, it is common to all surveys involving children.

1.2.b Structure of Sample

A total of 500 children and youth were interviewed as follows:

Table 1a – Profile of children interviewed
Boys Girls 9-13yrs 14-17yrs Total

Urban 156 117 110 163 273 (55%)
Rural 122 105 102 125 227 (45%)
Total 278 222 212 288 500 (100%)

The data was reweighted to correct the proportional split between urban and rural areas. The 
reweighted data that was used to analyse the data is as follows:

Table 1b – Reweighted profile of children interviewed
	 Boys Girls 9-13 years 14-17 years Total
Urban 161 169 195 135 330 (66%)
Rural 82 88 100 70 170 (34%)
Total 243 257 295 205 500 (100%)

1.2.c Analysis of the Data
The source of information used to reweight the data to make it representative in each of the 
countries where research was carried out was the census data and/or official projections 
made from census data by the relevant government departments in these countries, or 
information provided by UNICEF offices.
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The socioeconomic classification was arrived at using the information about the number of 
consumer durables owned by the home, the type of housing or dwelling of the respondent 
(whether their home was permanent, semi-permanent or temporary) and the area or 
surroundings of the residence.� 

1.2.d Fieldwork Timing  
Fieldwork was conducted between third week of April and in mid-May, 2006.

1.2.e Further Considerations Regarding the Questionnaire and the Sample
There are a number of the issues that must be borne in mind concerning the questionnaire 
and the survey findings.

•	The questionnaire for the research included three types of questions:

a)	Pre-coded questions that allow only a single response such as�����������������������     Question Numbers 1, 2 
and 6. ����������������������������������������������������������������            In such cases the responses add up to 100 per cent. For example:

Quality of Relationship with the Father
Father
Total Urban Rural

Total sample (100%) 302 29 274
Very good 68% 54% 69%
Good 27% 31% 27%
Average 2% 7% 2%
Bad 2% 4% 1%
Very bad 1% 4% 1%
Mean score 4.6 4.3 4.7

In this case there is no possibility of a multiple answer. The relationship can either be 
very good, good, average, bad or very bad. A child cannot have a bad relationship as 
well as a good relationship with the same person at any given time.

This table shows that approximately two thirds (68%) or a total of 302 of the children 
and youth have a ‘very good’ relationship with their father.

b)	Pre-coded questions that allow multiple answers such as���������������������������      Question Numbers 3, 4 and 
9. ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������               In such cases the child can give more than one answer and thus the responses can 
add up to more than 100 per cent. For example:

Occasions/Moments When Children Feel Happy

Total sample (100%)
TOTAL
500

 
Total 
Mentions

First Mention 

When I am with my family 50% 22%
When I am playing 35% 29%
Drinking with friends 21% 13%
When I am with friends 19% 10%

�	          This information is usually derived by taking into consideration the occupation or employment status, and 
the age of the main income earner in the household.
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In this case there can be more than one type of occasion or moment when children 
may feel happy. For example, a child may feel happy being with family and being with 
friends and so the responses add up to more than 100 per cent. 

The information provided by such questions helps to identify the degree of importance 
children give, for example, being with family as compared with spending time with 
friends or playing. Thus the results are best examined on a comparative basis in the 
context of each question, rather than in absolute terms.

For example, in this case 50 per cent of the children and youth questioned feel 
happy when they are with their family. Additionally, 22 per cent of the children and 
youth identified being with their family as something that makes them happy before 
mentioning any other situation, suggesting that around one fifth of children make a 
particularly strong link between being with family and being happy. 

c)	 ‘Open-ended’ questions where the respondent is free to give their answer in their own 
words and it is recorded verbatim in the answer box. A code list of possible responses 
is prepared after completion of fieldwork and data is coded accordingly. In this case, 
the response can be single or multiple, depending on what the respondent has to say. 
An example of such a question in this research is: 

Q76: Can you please name three things that you would like your government to do for 
children in your country?

•	The age groups referred to in the report are:
‘Age 1’ comprises children aged between nine and 13 years old
‘Age 2’ comprises children aged between 14 and 17 years old 

•	The first row in each table indicates the base number, which is the number of children 
and youth who responded to the respective question. The base is not always the total 
sample. For example, for the question on issues on which children want to be consulted, 
the base is: ‘Number of children not consulted’.

•	The information presented in the report in tabular forms summarises the key responses 
obtained for each question. In effect, only responses that were frequently mentioned 
by the children and youth for each question are recorded. Further information on other 
responses that were expressed by smaller proportions in answer to each question can 
be obtained from the Detailed Analysis Report which is available at The African Child 
Policy Forum offices in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

•	Certain questions which were based on a five-point scale ranging from a very positive 
rating (score 5) to a very negative rating (score 1), have a mean score indicated in the 
bottom row. The mean score is calculated from the responses on the five-point scale. 
It represents the average rating for the total sample, by sex, age group and geographic 
location (urban or rural) as applicable. This enables information to be used to compare 
the patterns of ratings by various sub groups and to identify the differences in opinions 
among the respective groups interviewed. The lower the mean score, the poorer the 
rating.

•	Readers should bear in mind that for this baseline survey the sample size per country 
was 500 children and that it covered children and youth living in both urban and rural 
areas. The respective sample sizes for the urban and rural sectors were thus relatively 
small and the areas covered in each country were fairly limited.
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1.3 Ethical Considerations: Interviewing Children

Special care and precautions were taken while conducting this study amongst children, 
particularly those aged 9 to 13 years old:

a)	 Interviews with young children conformed to the general rules set out under the main 
guidelines stipulated under the International Chamber of Commerce/World Association 
of Research Professionals (ICC/ESOMAR) International Code of Marketing and Social 
Research Practice; to the requirements of data protection and other relevant legislation; 
and to the national Code of Research Practice within the country in which the research 
was carried out if this was relevant. 

b)	 Interviews were conducted in the home environment, and with the permission of a 
parent, guardian or other person on whom the parent had conferred responsibility for 
the child. 

c)	 When requesting permission to carry out the interview, sufficient information was given 
to the person responsible for the child for them to reach an adequately considered 
decision about giving such permission.

d)	 Interviewers were trained adequately to conduct such interviews, including in the 
correct method of obtaining permission and the special steps needed to establish a 
good rapport with the children. 

e)	When interviewing children – particularly in the younger age group (9 to 13 years) 
- interviewers were cautioned to ensure that the child did not feel fatigued during 
the interview. They were instructed to allow the child to take a short break having 
completed a particular section of the interview if necessary. 

f)	 Due to the nature of the interview, and to avoid any form of bias, it was important to talk 
to the child without the presence of the parent or guardian. This was explained to the 
parent or guardian who was free to be in the vicinity of the home or place where the 
interview was conducted. 

g)	All interviews were conducted in the children’s local language using translated 
questionnaires for the respective countries or in the language with which children were 
most comfortable. 

1.4 Survey Administration

This survey was fully administered and reported by:
RESEARCH SOLUTIONS LTD. 
PO Box 16832, 00619
Nairobi, Kenya
Telephone: +254-20-444 5082/3 
Fax: +254-20-444 5081
Website: www.ressol.co.ke
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chapter two: background to the research

2.0 The African Child’s Environment	

African children live in an environment that is very different from that of their counterparts in 
the developed world. Understanding this context is essential if we are to understand the data 
gathered through the polls. 

Given the general socioeconomic situation in most of sub-Saharan Africa, the majority of 
children on the continent experience severe hardships. Most children are not guaranteed 
access to education and have additional responsibilities such as caring for younger siblings, 
fetching firewood or working on farms. 

These disparities and the fact that little research into the psychology and behaviour of African 
children has been carried out mean there is no benchmark against which the happiness of an 
African child can be measured. 

Generally, African children live very simply. A poor child in Africa may consider themselves 
to be happy if they have access to basic necessities such as food, clothing, shelter and the 
opportunity to go to school.

Often, the girl child in Africa is more affected by the socioeconomic situation than her male 
counterpart. Many girls have to look after siblings while their mothers go to work, or drop 
out of school so that scarce resources can be used to send boys instead. Girls may be 
subjected to sexual violence, or forced into child marriage for a bride price and consequently 
experience ostracising conditions such as fistula. 

In most African traditions and customs, children are taught to fear and respect their elders. 
The education system is such that in most public schools children are required to say what 
the teacher wants to hear or regurgitate facts with little understanding or analysis. Therefore, 
in contrast to children in western and more open, democratic societies, African children 
may fear the surveyor. They might give a dishonest or inaccurate answer because they fear 
punishment.

In many of the countries where the survey was carried out, children are born and raised in an 
environment of civil war and other violence. This can have an immense psychological impact 
on children including child soldiers which usually is not measured. In such an environment, 
children are likely to regard happiness as a very abstract concept. For example, children may 
be expected to be happy if they have not been abducted, raped or witnessed their family 
being killed.

Bearing in mind the above scenario, it is important and comforting to note that the results of 
this study will serve as an effective benchmark for future evaluations on this subject in Africa.
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2.1 Background of the Research: The Angolan Child’s Environment 

     This map does not reflect a position by UNICEF or ACPF on 
the legal status of any country or territory of any frontiers.

The State of Angolan Children
Population of children under 18 years (2004) 8,277,000

Infant mortality rates (Under 1) (per 1000 live births) (2004) 154 (15.4%)

Under five mortality rank (2004) 2 

Under five mortality rates (per 1000 live births) (2004) 260

Net primary school enrolment/attendance 58%

Number of children aged 0 to 17 years old orphaned (2003) 1,000,000

Primary school enrolment ratio, gross, boys (2004*) 80%

Primary school enrolment ratio, gross, girls (2004*) 69%

Primary school enrolment ratio, net, boys 66%

Primary school enrolment ratio, net, girls 57%

Primary school attendance ratio, net, boys (2004*) 57%

Primary school attendance ratio, net, girls (2004)  59%

Source: UNICEF: State of the World’s Children Report, 2006.
Note*: The latest statistics available in the State of the World’s Children Report, 2006.

Angola Fact File
Capital Luanda
Area 1.25m sq km (481,354 sq miles)

Major languages
Portuguese (official), Umbundu, Kimbundu, 
Kikongo 

Major religion Christianity
Life expectancy 39 years (men), 42 years (women) (UN)
Currency One kwanza = 100 lwei
Main exports Oil, diamonds, minerals, coffee, fish, timber
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Angola is striving to tackle the physical, social and political legacy of the 27-year civil war that 
ravaged the country after independence from Portugal. In February 2002, Jonas Savimbi, 
leader of the UNITA rebel group died in a gunfight with government forces and the prospect 
of peace was raised. The army and rebels signed a ceasefire in April of the same year, 
thereby ending the conflict.

Angola faces the daunting tasks of rebuilding its infrastructure, retrieving weapons from its 
heavily-armed civilian population and resettling tens of thousands of refugees who fled the 
fighting. Landmines and impassable roads have cut off large parts of the country. Many 
Angolans rely on food aid. 

2.1.a Population of Angola

The United Nations (UN) estimates that Angola’s population is 14.5 million (July 2006 
estimate). The age structure is such that 97.2 per cent of the population are aged between 0 
and 64 years old. 

2.1.b Economy

Angola’s oil sector has driven a high growth rate in recent years as oil prices have reached 
record levels and petroleum production has increased. Oil production in Angola and its 
supporting activities account for approximately half the country’s GDP and 90 per cent of 
its exports. Increased oil production supported 12 per cent growth in 2004 and 19 per cent 
growth in 2005. 

It is worth noting that much of Angola’s oil wealth lies in its Cabinda province, where a 
decade-long separatist conflict simmers. The government has sent thousands of troops to 
subdue the rebellion in the enclave, which has no border with the rest of Angola. Human 
rights groups have alleged abuses against civilians. 

A post-war reconstruction boom and resettlement of displaced persons has led to high rates 
of growth in construction and agriculture. However, much of the country’s infrastructure is still 
damaged or undeveloped from the 27-year civil war. 

The real growth rate in GDP is 19.1 per cent (2005 estimate). Seventy per cent (2003 
estimate) of the population lives blow the poverty line. 

2.1.c Issues Faced by Children in Angola

•	 More than one in 10 children under age 14 have lost one or both parents; 43,000 are 
separated from their families. 

•	 Nearly a third of children from ages five to 14 are working. Child trafficking is an 
emerging problem. Less than 40 per cent of the country has access to clean water 
and sanitation, contributing to high rates of under-five mortality.

•	 Slightly less than half of children aged under five are malnourished. 
•	 HIV/AIDS prevalence rates are low in Angola relative to neighbouring countries in 

Africa, but so is awareness of how the disease is spread. Even teachers remain 
largely uninformed. 

•	 Millions of children do not attend school for reasons ranging from poor water and 
sanitation to inability to pay school fees. Schools are plagued by overcrowded or 
multi-age classrooms, teacher shortages and inadequate learning materials and 
infrastructure.

•	 An outbreak of the Marburg virus in March 2005 killed more than 300 people (more 
than half of them children). Outbreaks of polio and measles also diverted resources 
from routine vaccination programmes, causing overall immunization rates to decline, 
in some cases significantly.
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chapter three: main findings� 

3.1 The Children’s Responses 

Table 3a - Children’s General State Of Happiness (Q1)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257
Happy  79% 79% 78% 79% 79%
Neither happy nor unhappy 12% 11% 13% 13% 11%
Unhappy 7% 6% 8% 5% 8%
Mean score 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.7

Overall, a majority of 79 per cent of the children claimed to be ‘happy’. Within the sample, a 
larger proportion of children in the younger age group and upper socioeconomic group stated 
that they were ‘happy’. Only a small proportion (7%) claimed that they were unhappy. The 
group that contained the highest proportion of children and youth claiming they were ‘not 
happy’ was that of rural girls; 13 per cent of girls living in rural areas stated that they were 
‘not happy’ as opposed to four per cent of boys in rural areas. 

Table 3b - How Often Children Feel Happy (Q2)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age1 Age2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Most of the time 50% 50% 50% 50% 50% 53% 45%
Only sometimes 42% 44% 38% 42% 42% 39% 46%
Almost never/never 6% 4% 11% 4% 8% 6% 7%

Half of the children claimed to be happy ‘most of the time’; while the balance (42%) stated 
that they were happy ‘only sometimes’. The group that stated they were happy ‘most of the 
time’ comprised relatively high proportion of the younger age group compared to the older 
one, and of children from the upper socioeconomic group than the lower one.

The small proportion (6%) who were ‘never happy’ comprised more children living in rural 
areas (11%) than those in urban areas, and more girls (8%) than boys. 

Table 3c - Occasions/Moments when Children Feel Happy (Q3)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

 
Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First
mention

When I am with my family 75% 52% 78% 49% 71% 59%
When I am with friends 64% 23% 69% 24% 55% 21%
When I am playing 50% 8% 55% 9% 42% 7%
When I get good grades 53% 11% 59% 13% 42% 8%
Don’t know 5% 2% 2% 1% 10% 6%
Nothing/No answer 22% 0% 18% 0% 29% 0%

The majority of children and youth questioned identified the following situations as occasions 
or moments when they experience happiness:

�	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                     The results of this survey should be interpreted in the light of the comments and observations relating to the African 
child that are made in the Introduction to this report. 
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•	With family (75%). Being with family was frequently mentioned by all sub-groups and 
received an impressive number of first mentions (52%), particularly amongst children 
and youth from rural areas where this experience was mentioned by 59 per cent of the 
sample as opposed to 49 per cent of the urban sample.

•	When they are with friends (64%). This situation was mentioned more often by children 
and youth living in urban areas than those in rural areas; by girls more often than boys; 
and by upper and middle class children and youth more often than their lower class 
counterparts.

•	Achieving good grades at school (53%). This was mentioned particularly frequently 
among upper and middle class children and youth; girls; by children and youth in the 
older age group; and by young people living in urban areas.

•	When playing (50%). This was mentioned particularly frequently by children in the 
younger age group and by those living in urban areas.

The proportion of children and youth living in urban areas identified each of the different 
situations as making them happy consistently more often than children and youth living in 
rural areas.

Table 3d - Occasions/Moments when Children Feel Sad (Q4)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

When I am punished 59% 34% 62% 32% 52% 39%

When I am doing badly in 
school

44% 16% 44% 12% 45% 24%

When I am told off/
scolded/unjustly accused 
of something

51% 25% 59% 29% 36% 16%

When there are 
arguments or quarrels at 
home

57% 17% 61% 18% 50% 13%

Don’t know 8% 4% 7% 4% 11% 5%
Nothing/No answer 27% 2% 23% 1% 35% 2%

Being punished; when there are arguments or quarrels at home; being scolded or told off; 
and performing poorly at school are some of the situation children and youth identified as 
making them sad.

•	Punishment of any kind seems to affect relatively more of the urban children and 
youth than those in rural areas; more children in the younger age group than in the 
older age group; more girls than boys; and children and youth in the upper and middle 
socioeconomic groups more than those in lower groups. 

•	A relatively high number of children and youth living in urban areas cited arguments at 
home and ‘being scolded/told off’ as situations that make them sad when compared to 
children and youth living in rural areas.

•	Poor performance in school seems to be of major concern of children, with 24 per cent 
of young people in rural areas and 12 per cent in urban areas giving this as their initial 
response when asked about situations that make them sad. 
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Table 3e - Situations that Children Worry About (Q 5)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

When something bad/problems happen in the family 68% 71% 63%
When I’m doing badly in school 46% 45% 49%
When there is no money/the poor economic situation/Poverty 41% 41% 42%
When there are arguments/fights in the family 36% 34% 38%
Lack of school fees 31% 30% 32%
Don’t know 7% 8% 5%

Situations that cause children to become worried or anxious include:
•	When something bad happens in the family with almost 70 per cent of children and youth 

mentioning this as a concern. This was a concern common to all age groups, and to 
children and youth living in both urban and rural areas.

•	Performance in school was cited by 46 per cent of respondents as something they worry 
about. It seemed be important to more children and youth in the upper socioeconomic 
group (66%) than young people in the lower socioeconomic group; and of greater 
significance to girls (51%) than boys.

•	The poor economic situation which affects families’ day to day lives is a concern for 
virtually all groups of children and young people interviewed in Angola with an overall 
proportion of 41 per cent citing this as something that they worry about.

•	Arguments in the family and lack of school fees both are a source of worry for 
approximately a third of the children interviewed. 

Table 3f - Proportion of Children Working for Money (Q6)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Carrying out a full-time job 2% 0% 5% 2% 1% 1% 3%

Carrying out a regular part-time job 3% 4% 3% 3% 3% 1% 7%

Carrying out an occasional job or 
occasional part-time job

4% 3% 6% 6% 2% 2% 7%

I don’t work 91% 93% 86% 89% 93% 96% 83%

Just over 90 per cent of the children and youth surveyed were not working in any paid jobs. 
However, among the older age group almost one fifth claimed to work and earn money by 
working in regular or occasional part-time or full-time jobs.

Table 3g - Proportion of Children in Unpaid Work (Q7)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Carrying out a full-time job 2% 1% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2%
Carrying out a regular part-
time job

3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 2% 4%

Carrying out an occasional job 
or occasional part-time job

12% 16% 5% 14% 10% 10% 15%

I don’t work 84% 81% 89% 81% 86% 86% 79%

Over 80 per cent of the children and youth surveyed stated that they were not involved in any 
kind of work for which they were not paid. Among the rest (12%), most worked occasionally 
in part-time jobs for which they were not paid. More boys than girls were involved in unpaid 
work, and carrying out such work was more common amongst the older age group than the 
younger one.
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Chapter Four: The Home and Family

 Table 4a - Quality of Relationship with Parents (Q28)
	 Father Mother
  Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
Total sample (100%) 460 309 150 460 309 150
Very good 38% 38% 38% 45% 43% 48%
Good 39% 41% 35% 45% 48% 38%
Average 10% 8% 14% 3% 3% 3%
Bad 1% 1% 2% 1% 0% 1%
Don’t have a father/mother 4% 4% 5% 4% 4% 4%
Don’t know 7% 8% 6% 2% 1% 5%
Mean score 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.5

As this table demonstrates, the majority of the children rated favourably their relationship with their 
parents. However, the children rated their relationships with their mothers as being stronger than 
their relationships with their father; 90 per cent rated their relationship with their mothers as ‘good’ 
or ’very good’ as compared with 77 per cent who regarded their relationships with their fathers 
as favourably. Analysis revealed no significant difference between sexes and across the two age 
groups.

Table 4b - Reasons for Positive Ratings for Relationships with Parents (Q29)
Father Mother

 No. who gave positive ratings (100%) Total
360

Urban
249

Rural
111

Total
414

Urban
285

Rural
130

Good communication/he/she listens to me 67% 67% 66% 64% 66% 58%
He/she loves me 66% 69% 58% 68% 71% 64%
We have fun together 31% 35% 22% 31% 32% 27%
He/she treats me well 62% 62% 61% 60% 62% 56%
He/she doesn’t beat me 30% 33% 22% 30% 32% 24%
He/she takes care of me/looks after me 32% 35% 26% 31% 33% 26%
He/she teaches me things 47% 58% 23% 45% 56% 21%

When asked to explain why they had a favourable relationship with their parents, children referred 
to the important needs they are entitled to that their parents provide: 

•	Love was mentioned by two thirds of the children as the reason why they have a good 
relationship with each of their respective parents. This reason received more mentions from 
children in urban areas for both their mothers and fathers (69% to 71%) as compared with 
those living in rural areas (58% to 64%).

•	Communication was mentioned as making an important contribution to their relationship with 
their parents by two thirds of the children, with a smaller proportion of children in rural areas 
citing this as an explanation for their good relationships with their mothers. 

•	Being treated well was mentioned as a reason that they have a good relationship with their 
parents by approximately 60 per cent of each of the respective groups interviewed.

In addition, children appreciate that their parents spend quality time with them; teach them things; 
have fun with them; and do not beat them.
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Table 4c - Reasons for Negative Ratings for Relationships with Parents (Q30)
	   Father Mother
No. who gave negative ratings (100%) 51 21
He/she has a bad temper/is moody 24% 8%
He/she scolds me 22% 29%
He/she is unfair to me 15% 8%
We have different opinions about things 19% 34%
We quarrel a lot 2% 9%
He/she beats me 6% 13%
He/she sexually harass/tease me 2% 0%
Absence of (good) communication 15% 8%
He/she is never at home 3% 0%
Don’t know 5% 8%
Nothing/No answer 29% 18%

Very few children rated their relationship with their parents as ‘average’ or ‘bad’, Bearing 
in mind that these base numbers are small, relationships with parents were rated as such 
largely because:

•	Parents and children hold different opinions about things. A higher proportion of the 
children who had ‘bad’ or ‘average’ relationships with their mothers stated that this was 
a cause (34%) compared with those who gave this as an explanation for a ‘bad’ or 
‘average’ relationship with their fathers (19%). 

•	Scolding by parents received mentions from 22 per cent of children and youth who 
were asked to explain a poor relationship with their fathers and 29 per cent of those 
asked to explain such relationships with their mothers.

•	A parent having a bad temper or being prone to bad moods was particularly 
associated with children having a ‘bad’ or ‘average’ relationship with their fathers (24%) 
with only eight per cent of children giving this as an explanation of their poor relationship 
with their mothers.

•	Poor communication, primarily with fathers.
•	Unfairness, largely on the part of fathers.

Table 4d - Whether Children’s Opinion were Sought in Matters that Relate to 
Children (Q 31)

Total sample (100%) Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Yes 22% 24% 17% 19% 25%
No 25% 19% 37% 24% 27%

  It depends/sometimes yes/sometimes no 30% 33% 25% 30% 30%
Don’t know 23% 24% 21% 27% 17%

A quarter of all the children and youth, rising to one third in the rural areas, claimed not to 
be consulted on matters concerning them. Just over a fifth of the respondents claimed to be 
consulted, comprising relatively higher proportions of the older age group and those living in 
urban areas. 

A substantial proportion of the children and youth (30%) mentioned that they were 
sometimes consulted depending on the issue in question. A quarter of the children did not 
respond to the question consisting of a larger proportion of children in the younger age 
group.
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Table 4e - Matters on which Children are Consulted (Q 32)

No. who were consulted (100%)
Total
109

Urban
81

Rural
28

Boys
51

Girls
57

Age 1
57

Age 2
52

When they want to buy me clothes 5% 5% 5% 7% 3% 0% 10%
What food I want to eat/what food 
to cook

10% 12% 7% 14% 7% 7% 14%

Issues related to my studies/my 
academic performance

21% 15% 35% 20% 21% 17% 24%

Everything that concerns me/
anything

40% 43% 29% 38% 40% 42% 37%

About our property/selling of land 
etc.

5% 4% 8% 4% 6% 4% 6%

About the behaviour of my younger 
siblings/my behaviour

8% 6% 13% 7% 9% 9% 6%

Nothing/No answer 22% 27% 9% 23% 21% 24% 20%

As shown on Table 4e, ������������������������������������������������������������������          40 per cent of the respondents, with particularly high ratings in 
the urban areas, claimed that they were consulted on everything that concerns them. 
Conversely, only a fifth, comprising a higher proportion of the rural children and youth than 
those from urban areas and to some extent the older age group, claimed to be consulted on 
issues relating to their studies. Other issues on which a relatively small number of children 
stated that they are consulted primarily relate to what food they want to eat; their behaviour 
and that of their siblings; the type of clothes they want to buy; and family property. 

A fifth of the children, largely made up of children and youth in the urban areas, did not 
respond to this question.

Table 4f - Matters on which Children are not Consulted (Q33)

No. who are not consulted (100%)
Total 
391

Urban 
249

Rural 
142

Boys 
192

Girls 
200

Age 1 
238

Age 2 
153

Nothing 3% 4% 3% 4% 3% 3% 3%
Type of shoes/clothes I want/before 
buying me anything

6% 6% 6% 7% 6% 6% 5%

Anything that concerns me/my 
privacy

19% 17% 22% 20% 18% 17% 22%

My education/where I would like to 
study/what I would like to do

10% 10% 11% 9% 11% 8% 13%

Consult for a solution in the case of 
arguments in family

6% 6% 6% 5% 6% 6% 6%

Nothing/No answer 52% 56% 45% 51% 53% 55% 48%

More than half the respondents did not feel able to respond to this question, particularly the 
children in the younger age group (55%) and in urban areas (56%). Despite the low number 
of responses children cited key issues on which they want to be consulted as including 
anything that concerns them (19%); issues that relate to their education; their choice of some 
personal items like shoes and clothes; and in dealing with family matters.
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Table 4g - Children’s Reactions to being Scolded for Something they Have Not 
Done (Q42)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

They let me explain/they listen 46% 48% 41% 46% 45% 41% 52%
I do not say anything/I keep quiet 42% 40% 47% 40% 45% 50% 32%
I explain, but they don’t listen 14% 14% 14% 17% 11% 15% 12%
They don’t let me say anything 22% 25% 16% 20% 23% 23% 20%
I get annoyed/hurt/sad/cry 2% 4% 0% 2% 3% 2% 2%
Don’t know 6% 6% 7% 7% 5% 5% 7%

A�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������               lmost half of the children and youth were given the opportunity to explain their case when 
scolded for something they had not done, comprising relatively high proportions of children 
and youth from the upper socioeconomic class and the older age group. 

In a similar number of cases (42%), children were not given the opportunity to explain the 
matter, giving responses such as ‘I don’t say anything/I keep quiet’. This experience was 
cited by particularly large proportions of the children in the younger age group and in rural 
areas. In just over a fifth of the cases the children were not allowed to say anything and 
therefore were not given the opportunity to defend themselves.

Table 4h - How Parents Reward Children for Good Behaviour (Q 40)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

They congratulate me/give me a 
hug

50% 44% 62% 45% 54% 54% 44%

They reward me/give me presents 36% 33% 41% 34% 38% 42% 28%
They let me do what I want 21% 22% 21% 18% 24% 28% 12%
They don’t say anything 21% 23% 16% 20% 22% 20% 23%
Don’t know/it depends 24% 30% 13% 25% 23% 23% 26%

Half of the�����������������������������������������������������������������������������            children were congratulated verbally or hugged when they do something good, 
with this experience receiving relatively more mentions in the rural areas and in the upper 
socioeconomic group. A substantial proportion (36%) of the children and youth were 
rewarded with presents, particularly those in the upper socioeconomic class, rural areas and 
the younger age group. 

About a quarter of the children were non-committal when asked this question, giving the 
response, ‘Don’t know/it depends’. Such answers were notably more common in the urban 
areas (30%).

Table 4i - How Parents Handle Children when they Make a Mistake (Q 41)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

They talk to me/advise me 45% 43% 49% 45% 45% 43% 49%
They scold me (verbally)/shout 
at me

42% 46% 34% 36% 47% 42% 41%

They don’t let me go out 41% 39% 44% 38% 44% 49% 29%
They don’t let me play 31% 29% 35% 29% 33% 36% 24%
They don’t let me watch 
television

26% 30% 20% 24% 29% 32% 18%



Angola 23

They beat me 26% 27% 23% 29% 23% 32% 17%
They don’t let me listen to 
radio

18% 20% 15% 14% 22% 24% 10%

They insult me 6% 7% 3% 6% 5% 4% 8%
Don’t know/depends 10% 10% 11% 9% 11% 9% 12%

In total, almost half the children (45%) stated that their parents talk to them or advise them 
when they have done something wrong, comprising a slightly higher proportion of children 
from rural areas and the older age group (49% in both cases). Slightly more than two fifths 
of the children and youth stated that their parents scold them verbally or shout at them if 
they misbehave, and a similarly high proportion of the children and youth claimed that their 
parents respond by not letting them go out (41%), particularly in the younger age group.

Beating children as a response to misbehaviour seemed to be a more common experience 
for the younger age group (32%) and the boys (29%) as compared to the girls (23%) and the 
older age group (17%) respectively.

Table 4j - Whether People Scream/Shout at each other in the Home (Q 34a)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Yes 53% 50% 60% 50% 56% 52% 54%
No 47% 50% 40% 50% 44% 48% 46%

As shown in table 4j above, about half the respondents had witnessed people screaming or 
shouting at each other in their homes, with relatively higher levels of affirmative responses in 
the rural sector, and to some extent a little more amongst the girls.

Table 4k - Whether People Hit each other in the Home (Q34b)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Yes 34% 31% 38% 34% 33% 33% 34%
No 66% 69% 62% 66% 67% 67% 66%

Cases of people hitting each other at home seem to be marginally more predominant among 
the lower socioeconomic groups and in rural areas in Angola.

Table 4l - Frequency of Hitting/Screaming in the Home (Q35)
No. who have witnessed cases of 
hitting/screaming (100%)

Total
282

Urban
173

Rural
109

Boys
131

Girls
151

Very often 6% 6% 5% 7% 4%
Quite often 10% 6% 17% 9% 11%
Now and then 14% 11% 17% 13% 14%
Rarely 25% 30% 18% 27% 24%
Don’t know/I cannot say 45% 47% 42% 43% 47%
Mean score 1.9 1.8 2.2 1.9 1.9

About 16 per cent of respondents claimed that the incidence of hitting/screaming in their 
homes was ‘very often’ or ’quite often’. A quarter of the children claimed that this occurred 
‘rarely’ in their homes. 
A notable proportion of almost half of the children and youth questioned did not respond to 
this question.
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Table 4m - Occasions when Hitting/Screaming Occurs in the Home (Q36)
No. who state hitting/
screaming takes place in the 
home (100%)

Total
282

Urban
173

Rural
109

Girls
151

Age 1
166

Age 2
116

When my parents quarrel/argue 17% 18% 15% 22% 13% 15% 20%
When they scold us 24% 17% 35% 25% 23% 21% 29%
When we behave badly 27% 22% 36% 26% 28% 24% 31%
When siblings quarrel/I quarrel 
with them

22% 20% 25% 20% 23% 22% 22%

When people behave badly (are 
drunk)

21% 23% 18% 23% 20% 17% 27%

When people hurt each other/
throw things

9% 11% 7% 11% 8% 9% 9%

When there are quarrels with 
other family members

14% 8% 24% 15% 13% 14% 14%

Don’t know 5% 4% 6% 6% 4% 6% 3%
Nothing/No answer 40% 42% 37% 38% 43% 43% 36%

Children who said that hitting/screaming takes place in their homes identified several 
circumstances when it happens:

•	When children behave badly (27%), with more mentions in rural areas and among the 
older age group.

•	When parents scold children, with more mentions in rural areas and among the older 
age group.

•	When siblings quarrel. 
•	When people behave badly, with more mentions among the older age group and in the 

urban sector.

A substantial proportion (40%) of the children and youth found it difficult to answer this 
question, particularly those in the younger age group, girls and those living in urban areas.

Table 4n - Children’s Opinions: What is a Good Way of Solving a Problem (Q’s 
37-39)

Total sample 
(100%)

Talking to each other?
Screaming at each 
other?

Hitting each other?

Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Always 49% 62% 24% 1% 0% 2% 0% 0% 1%
Often 4% 4% 2% 1% 2% 1% 0% 0% 0%

Now and 
then/
sometimes

14% 10% 23% 12% 10% 16% 8% 8% 8%

Rarely 6% 1% 14% 6% 6% 7% 6% 5% 8%
Never 12% 7% 22% 68% 70% 64% 74% 75% 74%
Don’t know 15% 15% 16% 12% 12% 11% 11% 12% 10%

The majority of the children and youth believed that screaming (68%) or hitting (74%) can 
never solve problems. Further analysis showed consistency in opinions across the various 
sub-groups. 
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Approximately half of the respondents believed that talking to each other is the most rational 
way to solve problems, with a particularly high proportion of those in the urban sector 
believing this to be the case. It is interesting to note that among the rural children more than 
a third believed that talking to each other ‘rarely’ or ‘never’ solves problems.

Table 4o – The Most Important Values and Principles that Families have Taught 
Children (Q43)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

To respect others 70% 74% 62%
To tell the truth/not to lie/be honest/be faithful 78% 82% 69%
Not to steal 68% 73% 58%
To be responsible in school/to study/to be responsible in decision-
making

56% 59% 49%

To make myself respected by others/have good relations with others/
how to live in society

51% 57% 39%

To help others/to be supportive/help the poor 43% 50% 30%
Don’t know 6% 6% 7%

Generally, most of these values were����������������������������������������������������        mentioned more frequently among children and youth 
in the urban areas as compared with the rural areas. The main quality that generated a 
notable number of mentions and was instilled in children by family was ‘to tell the truth/not to 
lie/be honest/be faithful’ (78%), followed by ‘to respect others’ (70%), ‘not to steal’ (68%), and 
‘to be responsible in school/to study/to be responsible in decision making’ (56%) . 

The other values instilled in the children were associated with basic values of humanity: 
‘To make myself respected by others/have good relations with others/how to live in society’ 
(51%); and to ‘help others/to be supportive/help the poor’ (43%).

Table 4p - Children’s Opinions: ‘Helping Others’ (Q44)�

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257
I think it is important to help others and I do it every 
time I can

51% 47% 57% 51% 50%

I think it is important to help others, but I rarely get 
around to doing it

33% 35% 30% 36% 31%

I do not think it is important to help others 4% 5% 4% 2% 6%
Don’t know 12% 13% 9% 11% 13%

Results indicate that just over half of the children and youth questioned feel that it is 
important to help others and they try to do it every time they can. This response was given 
more frequently in the rural areas, among the older age group and the middle socioeconomic 
group. A third of the children appreciated the need to help others, but rarely did so.

�	������������������������������������������������������������������������           �� �����������������������������������������������           This question does not necessarily reflect the true opinion of children: it may be an expression of how they like to be 
perceived rather than their view on an actual situation.
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Table 4q - Things Children would like to Change about their Fathers (Q45)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
I would like my father to be 
less strict

26% 26% 25% 27% 24% 28% 23%

I would like my father to be 
more understanding

31% 27% 37% 32% 29% 35% 25%

I wish that my father did not 
argue/that there was peace

36% 33% 41% 36% 36% 41% 28%

I would change my father’s 
character

15% 16% 13% 13% 17% 21% 7%

I wish my father was at home 
more often

17% 16% 19% 17% 18% 22% 11%

I wouldn’t change anything 
about my father

11% 13% 6% 9% 12% 9% 13%

Don’t know 23% 25% 18% 22% 24% 23% 22%

Some of the attributes that the children wished to change in their fathers were:
•	 That their fathers ‘did not argue/that there was peace’ (36%), with a higher 

frequency of mentions among the younger age group and in the rural sector.
•	 That their fathers were ‘more understanding’ (31%), with a higher frequency of 

mentions among the younger age group and in the rural sector.
•	 That their fathers were ‘less strict’ (26%). 

Slightly less than a quarter of the children found it difficult to answer this question, particularly 
those in the younger age group and those in the lower socioeconomic group.

Table 4r - Things Children would Change about their Mothers (Q 45)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205

I would like my mother to be 
less strict

19% 21% 16% 17% 21% 20% 17%

I would like my mother to be 
more understanding

31% 27% 38% 33% 28% 35% 25%

I wish that my mother did not 
argue/that there was peace

34% 30% 41% 34% 34% 39% 27%

I would change my mother’s 
character

15% 17% 13% 14% 17% 21% 6%

I wish that my mother was at 
home more often

17% 15% 19% 16% 18% 22% 10%

I wouldn’t change anything 
about my mother

13% 17% 5% 10% 15% 12% 14%

Don’t know 24% 27% 17% 24% 24% 24% 23%
Others 6% 6% 6% 7% 6% 6% 7%

Some of the attributes that the children wished to change about their mothers were:
•	 That their mothers ‘did not argue/that there was peace’ (34%), with a higher frequency 

of mentions in rural areas.
•	 That their mothers were ‘more understanding’ (31%), with a higher frequency of 

mentions among the younger age group and in rural areas.
•	 That their mothers were ‘less strict’ (19%).
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Approximately a quarter of the children and youth questioned did not feel able to respond to 
this question, particularly those in the urban areas. 

Table 4s - Things Children would Change about Brothers/Sisters (Q 45)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

I would like my brother/sister 
to be less strict

3% 4% 2% 3% 3% 4% 1%

I would like my brother/sister 
to be more understanding

3% 2% 5% 4% 3% 3% 4%

I wish that my brother/sister 
did not argue/that there was 
peace

6% 4% 11% 6% 7% 8% 5%

I would change my brother/
sister’s character

9% 7% 14% 10% 8% 10% 8%

I wish my brother/sister was at 
home more often

5% 2% 9% 5% 4% 5% 4%

I wouldn’t change anything 
about my brother/sister

36% 40% 27% 30% 41% 38% 32%

Don’t know 32% 34% 28% 36% 28% 28% 36%
Other response 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9%

More than a third (36%) of the children did not want to change anything about their sisters or 
brothers, with particularly high levels of mentions in the urban areas and by the girls. 

Slightly less than a third (32%) of the children found it difficult to answer this question.
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Chapter Five: Children and School 

Table 5a - Levels of School Attendance (Q8)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1
295

Age 2
205

Yes 81% 85% 72% 82% 80% 82% 78%

No 19% 15% 28% 18% 20% 18% 22%

A majority (81%) of the children stated that they attend school. The children and youth who 
responded affirmatively comprised a higher proportion of children from urban areas and from 
the upper and middle socioeconomic groups. Analysis by sex and age indicated no marked 
differences between boys and girls, and between the older and younger age groups.

Table 5b - Reasons for Going to School (Q9)

No. of children who go to 
school (100%)

Total
403

Urban
281

Rural
123

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First 
mention

To learn 77% 61% 77% 58% 76% 66%
To be well-educated/a 
cultivated person

51% 8% 58% 9% 35% 8%

To have a profession 45% 7% 49% 7% 36% 6%

To be somebody in life/gain 
respect

67% 16% 73% 17% 54% 16%

Because I am forced to/
have no choice

14% 1% 13% 1% 16% 1%

It is an obligation/a duty that 
I have

25% 1% 30% 1% 13% 0%

Because I like it 16% 1% 18% 1% 9% 0%
Because it is my right to go 
to school

38% 4% 45% 5% 23% 3%

Nothing/No answer 17% 0% 13% 0% 25% 0%

The single reason most often expressed for going to school was ‘to learn’, which was 
mentioned by more than three quarters of all respondents. A higher proportion of children 
and youth in rural areas than in urban areas cited this as a reason, and 66 per cent of these 
children gave this as their first response to the question.

Among the other reasons expressed by a substantial proportion of children were:
•	 ‘To be somebody in life/gain respect’, which was mentioned by two thirds of all 

respondents who attend school. This reason received more mentions in urban areas 
(73%) than in rural areas (54%).

•	 ‘To be well-educated/a cultivated person’, which was mentioned by half of all the 
children. Almost 60 per cent of students in urban areas mentioned this reason 
compared to 35 per cent in rural areas.

•	 ‘To have a profession’ was mentioned by 45 per cent of the students questioned, with 
a higher proportion of students in urban areas mentioning this reason.

Thus, the survey shows that children have a passion for learning; want to gain respect; and 
to be well educated/cultivated professionals.
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Table 5c - Quality of Relationship with Teachers (Q10/11)
Students were asked how they perceive their relationship with their teachers and fellow 
students. Their ratings were based on a five-point scale ranging from ‘very good’ (score 5) 
to ‘very poor’ (score 1). Mean scores were then calculated from the ratings and are shown 
below.

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
No. who go to school 
(100%) 403 281 123 199 205 243 160

Very good 26% 25% 30% 25% 28% 31% 19%
Good 59% 61% 54% 61% 57% 55% 65%
Average 10% 9% 13% 9% 11% 10% 10%
Poor 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 4%
Don’t know 2% 3% 0% 3% 2% 2% 3%
Mean score 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.0

Overall, most children from the sample who went to school rated their relationship with their 
teachers favourably (more than 80% rated it as ‘good’ or ’very good’). Analysis of the various 
sub-groups indicated no major differences.

Mean scores calculated from the ratings indicate favourable ratings of the quality of 
relationship with their teachers, with no marked difference in pattern of ratings among the 
respective sub-groups.
	
Table 5d - Quality of Relationships with Male Schoolmates (Q10/11)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
No. who go to school (100%) 403 281 123 199 205 243 160
Very good 28% 28% 26% 35% 21% 33% 19%
Good 60% 60% 61% 54% 65% 54% 69%
Average 6% 5% 7% 4% 7% 7% 4%
Poor 3% 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 2%
Don’t know 3% 3% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4%
Mean score 4.2 4.2 4.1 4.3 4.1 4.2 4.1

Slightly fewer than 90 per cent of the children who attend school rated their relationship with 
male schoolmates positively, responding that it was ‘very good’ or ‘good’. Analysis by various 
sub-groups indicated no marked differences.

Table 5e - Quality of Relationships with Girls Schoolmates (Q10/11)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

No. who go to school (100%) 403 281 123 199 205 243 160
Very good 32% 32% 34% 20% 45% 38% 24%
Good 51% 54% 45% 56% 47% 47% 57%
Average 8% 6% 11% 12% 4% 7% 9%
Poor 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2%
Don’t know 6% 5% 8% 8% 3% 6% 6%
Mean score 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.0 4.4 4.3 4.1

The overall pattern of ratings indicates that the children and youth who attend school have 
positive relationships with Girls schoolmates, with more than 80 per cent rating these 
relationships as ‘very good’ or ‘good’. Analysis by sex indicates that male children rate the 
relationship of boys with female schoolmates less positively than do girls; 20 per cent of the 
boys rated these relationships as ‘very good’ compared to 45 per cent of girls. 
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Table 5�������������������������������������������������������������������           f - Ease of Discussing Students’ Problems and Needs in School (Q12)
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
No. who go to school (100%) 403 281 123 199 205
Very easy 16% 15% 18% 16% 16%
Easy 35% 35% 35% 37% 32%
Average 13% 11% 18% 13% 13%
Difficult 15% 14% 18% 13% 18%
Very difficult 8% 9% 8% 8% 9%
Don’t know 13% 16% 4% 14% 11%
Mean score 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.5 3.3

Overall, children and youth who attend school rated the ease with which they can discuss 
children’s problems with teachers fairly positively.��������������������������������������������        Approximately a half of the children found 
it ‘easy’ or ’very easy’ to do so, and only about a quarter described it as ‘difficult’ or ‘very 
difficult’.

The ratings were marginally higher among the boys, the upper and middle socioeconomic 
class, and the older age group. Analysis by sex indicated no marked differences.

Table 5g - Reasons why it is Easy to Discuss Students’ Problems in School (Q 
13)

No. who said it is easy to discuss students’ 
problems with teachers (100%)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

204 140 64 105 99
Good relationship with teachers/easy to approach 
teachers/easy to share our feelings/respect between 
teachers and students/we are free to ask about what 
we don’t understand

71% 71% 71% 71% 70%

There are assemblies or councils/we talk about 
important things

30% 31% 27% 32% 28%

I say what I think/I have character 27% 32% 17% 27% 27%

Good relationship between schoolmates/students 
are united/there is respect among students/students 
discuss their problems.

65% 68% 58% 64% 65%

Don’t know 4% 5% 2% 8% 0%

Among the key reasons given for it being easy to discuss problems with teachers were:
•	Good relationship/rapport with teachers (71%).
•	Good relationship between schoolmates (65%), with slightly more frequent mentions in 

urban areas (68%).
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Analysis by various sub-groups indicated no other marked differences. 

Table 5�� �� ������������������    �������������  �������� ���������� ������������  �������h - Reasons why it is Difficult to Discuss Students’ Problems in School 
(Q14)
No. who find it difficult to discuss students’ problems with 
teachers (100%)

Total
96

Urban
65

Rural
31

Teachers don’t listen to us or me/have no time to listen to us 34% 38% 25%
I don’t dare to speak/we fear the teacher/I am afraid to talk 39% 41% 37%
The system is rigid 53% 52% 56%
Don’t know 6% 7% 3%
Nothing/No answer 5% 6% 3%

Among the small number of respondents who described their relationships with teachers as 
difficult, the complaints seemed to be based on the system being ‘rigid’ (53%); fear of talking 
to the teacher (39%); and lack of communication between teachers and students (34%), 
which was cited as a reason more frequently in the urban areas (38%) than in the rural areas 
(25%).

Table 5i - Messages Students would like to give Teachers Regarding their 
Schools (Q15a)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
No. who go to school (100%) 403 281 123 199 205
Teach us properly or well/explain in detail or well 21% 19% 27% 26% 16%
Do not be so strict or so hard on us/be flexible/stop 
mistreating us/allow us to explain ourselves

10% 8% 14% 7% 12%

Treat all children equally/no favouritism 4% 4% 2% 3% 5%
Make our school environment clean 5% 6% 4% 7% 4%
Teachers are excellent/effective/competent 7% 7% 7% 7% 6%
Nothing/No answer 41% 46% 31% 40% 43%

No single message emerged strongly to give to the teachers, although slightly more than 
a fifth of students urged teachers to ‘teach properly or well/explain properly or well’, with a 
higher proportion of boys and young people in the rural areas suggesting this message. A 
smaller proportion urged teachers ‘not to be strict or hard on us/be flexible/stop mistreating 
us/allow us to explain ourselves’ and to ‘treat all children equally/no favouritism’ (10% and 
4% respectively).

A substantial proportion of the children (41%) did not respond to this question or had difficulty 
answering it. This was particularly true of urban areas where 46 per cent of the children 
asked this question did not respond as against 31 per cent in rural areas.

Table 5j - Messages Students would like to give Parents Regarding their 
Schools (Q15b)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
No. who attend school (100%) 403 281 123 199 205
To buy what we need/cater for our need/buy our books 6% 5% 7% 6% 5%
To teach and educate us/give us good education 2% 2% 3% 3% 2%
They love us/look after us well/be kind, good or excellent 
parents/look after us/assist us

5% 4% 6% 7% 3%

They show interest in my education and progress 2% 2% 1% 2% 2%
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Give us good advice 3% 2% 3% 3% 3%
Our school is a beautiful or good school 10% 11% 8% 9% 11%
Our school needs to be developed/development 4% 3% 6% 3% 4%
Nothing/No answer. 61% 66% 51% 60% 62%

In common with the question where children were asked if they would like to give a message 
to their teachers, the majority of the children (61%) found it difficult to respond to this 
question, particularly those from urban areas. 

Fairly small proportions (less than 10% in each case) of the children responded to this 
question with other messages, which included expressing for a wish for parents to ‘buy 
what we need/cater for our need/buy our books’, ‘to teach and educate us/give us a good 
education’. Another message that the children wished to give their parents was ‘our school is 
a beautiful or good school.’
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Chapter Six: Friends and Fun

Table 6a - Where Children have Fun (Q16)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
At home 56% 57% 54% 54% 58% 58% 54%
In the neighbourhood/
playground

45% 46% 43% 44% 45% 43% 47%

In the clubs 13% 10% 19% 15% 11% 9% 19%
In the school/at the library 45% 45% 44% 42% 48% 46% 43%
At church/mosque 5% 7% 1% 4% 5% 4% 7%
At friends’ places 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 0% 4%

In Angola, most children cited the home as a place where they have fun (56%). In addition, 
more than 40 per cent mentioned having fun both ‘in the neighbourhood/playground’, and ‘in 
school/at the library’. Analysis by various sub-groups did not indicate any marked differences.

Table 6b - Are Children and Youth Members of Any Organised Groups/Clubs/
Associations? (Q17)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Yes 44% 44% 45% 46% 43% 40% 50%
No 56% 56% 55% 54% 57% 60% 50%

In total, slightly more than 40 per cent of the children claimed to be members of any 
organised club or group. It was more common for older children to be members of such 
groups with 50 per cent of Age 2 responding affirmatively. 

Table 6c - Type of Club/Group Children belong to (Q18)
No. who belong to club/group 
(100%)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
222 146 76 112 111 119 103

Sports club/group 46% 47% 44% 63% 29% 62% 27%
Dance club/group 17% 13% 26% 12% 23% 24% 9%
HIV/AIDS club 12% 15% 6% 6% 18% 11% 13%
Musical group/band 15% 14% 16% 14% 15% 21% 8%
Artistic club/group (painting, 
pottery, etc.)

5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 7% 1%

Youth groups 13% 11% 17% 15% 11% 10% 16%
Scouts 8% 9% 7% 9% 7% 10% 6%

Religious group 47% 55% 31% 35% 59% 46% 47%

	
T������������������������������������������������������������������           he two most popular types of clubs that children belonged to were:

•	Religious groups (47%). This was cited by a higher proportion of girls; children and youth 
in urban areas; and from within the middle and lower socioeconomic class.

•	Sports clubs (46%). This received more mentions from the upper socioeconomic class, 
boys and children from the younger age group.

Smaller proportions mentioned other clubs:
•	About a fifth of the children who were members of an organisation belonged to dance 

groups. This was more common amongst the upper socioeconomic group, and to some 
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extent the younger age group, girls and rural children. 
•	The other clubs that were each mentioned by fairly small proportions of children were 

musical groups, youth groups, HIV/AIDS clubs, Scouts and artistic clubs (5%-15%).

Table 6d - Problems/Issues Children Discussed With Friends (Q19)

Total sample (100%) Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
500 330 170 243 257 295 205

Doing well at school 40% 37% 46% 38% 42% 40% 40%
Hobbies/games 55% 56% 52% 60% 49% 60% 47%
Problems with delinquency 23% 24% 22% 19% 27% 23% 24%
HIV/AIDS issues (condoms/
saying ‘no’)

27% 35% 13% 22% 32% 21% 36%

Drugs/alcoholism 21% 23% 16% 18% 24% 19% 23%
Family problems 33% 33% 34% 26% 40% 34% 32%
Friendship/unity within group 29% 28% 32% 23% 35% 25% 35%
The opposite sex (girls & boys) 22% 28% 11% 19% 25% 20% 25%
Fashion/clothes 25% 29% 18% 18% 33% 31% 18%
Unemployment 14% 15% 13% 14% 14% 11% 19%
Serving god/religion/word of 
god/faith

6% 6% 6% 7% 5% 6% 6%

The key issues discussed in both urban and rural areas are about:
•	Hobbies/games (55%), with more mentions of this issue by the younger age group and 

boys. 
•	Doing well at school (40%), with a higher proportion or rural children than urban children 

mentioning this.
•	Family problems: 33 per cent of all respondents said that they discuss this with friends, 

but a higher proportion of girls (40%) do so.

The other issues discussed by sizeable proportions (21% to 29%) were friendship/unity of 
groups of friends; HIV/AIDS; fashion/clothes; problems with delinquency; drugs/alcohol; and 
the opposite sex. Most of these topics were mentioned by higher proportions of girls.

Table 6e - Quality of Relationship with Friends (Q22)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Warm 57% 58% 56%
Mutual respect 62% 64% 58%
Competitive 19% 11% 33%
Violent 3% 1% 5%
No relationship 2% 1% 46%

A majority of children described their relationship with their own group of friends as having 
‘mutual respect’ (62%) and ‘warm’ (57%). Those who described this relationship as ‘warm’ 
comprised higher proportions of children from the middle or lower socioeconomic groups 
(42% among the upper socioeconomic group compared to slightly fewer than 60% among 
the middle and lower socioeconomic groups).
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Table 6f - Quality of Relationships with ‘Other Groups’ (Q22)

Total sample (100%) Total Urban Rural
500 330 170

Warm 23% 23% 23%
Mutual respect 44% 26% 40%
Competitive 24% 21% 31%
Violent 7% 7% 7%
No relationship 20% 18% 23%

In total, more than 40 per cent of the sample described their relationship with ‘other groups’ 
as having ‘mutual respect’, with this rating receiving more mentions among the older age 
group and children from the middle socioeconomic class. Approximately half as many 
described their relationship as being ‘warm’ and ‘competitive’ (23% and 24% respectively). 
Those that described such relationships as ‘competitive’ comprised a higher proportion of 
children from the upper socioeconomic group (48% as compared to approximately 20% 
to 25% among the middle and lower socioeconomic groups). About a fifth of the children 
claimed to have no relationship with ‘other groups’.

Table 6g - Quality of Relationships with the Opposite Sex (Q22)

Total sample (100%) Total Urban Rural
500 330 170

Warm 28% 33% 20%
Mutual respect 46% 53% 33%
Competitive 10% 10% 10%
Violent 4% 3% 6%
No relationship 30% 23% 43%

Of the total sample, slightly less than half the children perceived their relationship with the 
opposite sex as having ‘mutual respect’, with notably higher mentions in urban areas, among 
the older age group and in the upper and middle socioeconomic groups.

About 30 per cent of the children described their relationship with the opposite sex as being 
‘warm’, with the number of mentions being higher among the urban sample and the middle 
and lower social class groups (slightly fewer than 30% among the middle and lower classes 
as compared with 10% among the upper classes).

It is interesting to note that slightly less than a third of the children claimed to have no 
relationship with the opposite sex and this claim was made with more frequency by children 
living in rural areas (43%).

Table 6h - Extent to which Children’s Friends are Accepted by Family, by the 
Neighbourhood and by their School (Q25)        

By family By neighbourhood By school
Total sample 
(100%)

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
500 330 170 500 330 170 500 330 170

Yes, all are 
accepted

55% 62% 43% 32% 32% 31% 24% 27% 17%

Yes, most are 
accepted

28% 25% 33% 36% 36% 34% 20% 21% 19%

No, most are not 
accepted

11% 9% 15% 16% 16% 17% 13% 12% 14%
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No, none are 
accepted

1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 2% 4% 5% 3%

Don’t know 5% 4% 8% 15% 14% 16% 39% 34% 47%
Mean score 3.4 3.5 3.3 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.0 3.1 3.0

•	Generally, all/most friends are well accepted by the families of a majority of more than 80 
per cent of respondents, with the level of acceptance being slightly higher in urban areas 
and among the upper classes.

•	The proportion of children and young people whose friends were accepted by their 
neighbourhood was about two thirds, with no marked difference in the pattern of 
responses across the various sub-groups.

•	A substantial proportion of children (almost 40%) did not state whether they felt their 
choice of friends were accepted by their school and rural children seemed to find it 
particularly difficult to respond to the question. Among those who did respond, the level 
of acceptance was fair.
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Chapter seven: Children and the Community 

Table 7a - Whether Children’s Opinions are Considered in Decisions made by 
Local Government/Municipalities (Q23)
 
Total sample (100%)

Total
500

Urban
330

Rural Boys Girls
170 243 257

Yes 7% 8% 7% 9% 6%
Not enough 15% 14% 18% 16% 14%
Not at all 37% 38% 36% 37% 37%
Don’t know 40% 40% 39% 38% 42%

Only a small proportion of approximately a fifth of the children claimed they were consulted 
on matters affecting children in the neighbourhood, and among these a majority felt that they 
were not consulted adequately. 

A substantial proportion (37%) claimed they were not consulted at all by the authorities whilst 
a similar proportion (40%) was not aware of the existence of such a system of consultation 
being practiced by the authorities. Analysis of the various sub-groups indicated no marked 
differences.

Table 7b - Matters on which Children like to be Consulted (Q24)

Total sample (100%)
Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Development/infrastructure 17% 12% 28%
Crime/insecurity/war/curfews 12% 13% 8%
School related issues such as teachers/visitation/school transport/
vocational training

8% 7% 10%

Hygiene/cleanliness/garbage collection/cleaning of town 7% 10% 3%
Dissemination of health information and health projects 7% 7% 8%
Water conservation, and provision of gutters and boreholes 6% 3% 11%
Construction of schools/fair distribution of schools/improving 
educational standards

4% 3% 6%

Poverty/improving living standards 3% 1% 6%
Action plan to support vulnerable children, orphans and street children/
sponsors/orphan programmes/social welfare

3% 2% 4%

Nothing/No answer 32% 35% 27%

No single issue came up strongly when children were asked about matters they would like 
to be consulted on. The issue of developing infrastructure was raised by slightly less than 
a fifth of the children, and this seemed to be of particular interest to children in the rural 
areas. Smaller proportions would have liked to be consulted on the issue of crime, insecurity, 
curfews and war in the country. Issues relating to their education, hygiene and health, and 
water conservation were each mentioned by small proportions of children.

Almost a third of the respondents found it difficult to answer this question. In particular, 
children in the younger age group and, to some extent, children in the urban areas seemed 
to find this question difficult to answer.
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Table 7c - Safety in Children’s Neighbourhoods (Q49)
Safety during the day Safety during the night

Total sample 
(100%)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Total Urban Rural Girls
500 330 170 243 257 500 330 170 243 257

Very safe 38% 41% 31% 38% 37% 21% 23% 18% 24% 19%
Rather safe 20% 13% 33% 20% 20% 16% 13% 22% 13% 18%
Rather unsafe 20% 21% 17% 20% 20% 28% 26% 32% 30% 25%
Very unsafe 3% 2% 7% 3% 4% 9% 6% 16% 9% 9%
Don’t know 19% 23% 12% 19% 20% 26% 33% 12% 23% 28%
Mean score 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.1 3.2 2.9 3.1 3.1

The respondents’ respective neighbourhoods were described as safe during the day by 
almost 60 per cent of the total respondents. Children from the upper socioeconomic group 
were particularly likely to view their neighbourhood as safe during the day. 

The situation in the children’s neighbourhoods at night was slightly different. In total, slightly 
more than a third of the children described their neighbourhood as safe at night and a similar 
proportion (37%) rated it as being ‘rather unsafe’ or ‘very unsafe’. As was the case with 
safety during the day time, the upper class neighbourhoods seemed to be regarded as safer 
than other areas at night.

Table 7d - Reasons why Neighbourhoods are Unsafe (Q50)
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
No. who rated area unsafe (100%) 191 109 82 97 94 116 75
Too many thieves/robbers/criminals/
bad-doers

67% 77% 54% 65% 70% 66% 70%

Many cases of violence 9% 8% 9% 11% 6% 7% 11%
General lack of security 7% 4% 11% 6% 7% 6% 7%
Soldiers/rebels always on rampage 
at night/terrorism

2% 2% 1% 4% 0% 2% 1%

Because of darkness 8% 1% 17% 10% 6% 8% 7%
Nothing/No answer 12% 11% 13% 10% 13% 13% 10%

The children’s respective areas were thought to be unsafe largely due to ‘too many 
thieves/robbers/criminals/bad-doers’ (67%), particularly in the urban areas (77%). A 
smaller proportion complained about the general insecurity and cases of violence in their 
neighbourhoods.

Table 7e - Incidence of Violence among Family/Friends and against the 
Children (Q51& 53)
Total 
sample 
(100%)

Violence among family/friends Violence on self
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
500 330 170 243 257 500 330 170 243 257

Yes 29% 30% 26% 29% 29% 15% 16% 14% 15% 15%
No 63% 64% 63% 61% 65% 85% 84% 86% 85% 85%

Incidence of violence among family and friends was reported by about 29 per cent of the 
respondents, with more mentions among the older age group and the middle socioeconomic 
group. 

Fifteen per cent of the respondents reported having experienced violence directed against 
them. Most of the young people who had experienced violence were in the older age group.
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Table 7f - Types of Violence Experienced by Family/Friends and by the Children 
(Q 52&54)

No. who 
were 
victims of 
violence 
(100%)

Violence among family/friends Violence on self

Total
145

Urban
100

Rural
45

Boys
71

Girls
74

Total
76

Urban
51

Rural
24

Boys
37

Girls
39

Robbery 47% 42% 59% 50% 44% 42% 31% 65% 53% 30%
Assault 63% 63% 64% 65% 62% 54% 54% 53% 59% 50%
Rape 6% 4% 12% 6% 6% 5% 1% 14% 9% 2%
Abduction 3% 4% 2% 4% 3% 5% 7% 0% 0% 9%

Verbal 
assault

12% 12% 14% 10% 15% 10% 6% 19% 8% 12%

Genocide/
war

3% 2% 5% 4% 1% 3% 2% 4% 3% 3%

The incidents of violence perpetrated against family and friends were predominantly related 
to ‘assault’ (63%), with a marginally higher frequency of mentions in the upper and middle 
socioeconomic classes. ‘Robbery’, was mentioned by about almost half (47%) of the 
children, and seemed to particularly affect the boys and those in rural areas��. 

Among the respondents who experienced violence themselves, a majority of 54 per cent 
referred to ‘assault’. There were relatively more mentions amongst the boys and the older 
age group. ‘Robbery’ generated a substantially higher proportion of mentions (65%) by 
children in rural areas than those in urban areas.

Table 7g - Children’s Perceptions of how Society Treats Specific Groups of 
Children (Q26) 
 Girls:

Total
500

Urban
330

Rural
170

Boys
243

Girls
257Total sample 

(100%)
Treated fairly 51% 61% 31% 47% 54%
Treated unfairly 14% 8% 25% 15% 13%
Don’t know 35% 31% 44% 38% 33%
Disabled children Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
Treated fairly 47% 53% 34% 47% 46%
Treated unfairly 28% 25% 35% 26% 31%
Don’t know 25% 22% 32% 27% 23%
Children from 
different religions

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Treated fairly 38% 47% 22% 38% 39%
Treated unfairly 14% 14% 13% 12% 15%
Don’t know 48% 39% 66% 50% 46%
Children affected 
by HIV/AIDS

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Treated fairly 32% 36% 26% 30% 35%
Treated unfairly 33% 31% 36% 35% 31%
Don’t know 35% 33% 38% 35% 35%
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Children of 
different ethnic 
groups

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Treated fairly 33% 42% 16% 31% 35%
Treated unfairly 16% 13% 20% 15% 16%
Don’t know 51% 45% 64% 54% 49%
Children from poor 
families

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Treated fairly 32% 37% 23% 31% 33%
Treated unfairly 41% 39% 45% 37% 44%
Don’t know 27% 25% 33% 32% 23%

Among the key groups who children believe are treated unfairly by society were:
•	 Children from poor families (41%).
•	 Children affected by HIV/AIDS (33%).
•	 Disabled children (28%), with a particularly high proportion of rural children mentioning that they 

think this is the case (35 %).
 

Proportions between 27 per cent and 51 per cent were not sure or did not know whether the respective 
groups of children were treated unfairly. 

Table 7h - Whether the Respondents felt they were Treated Unfairly (Q27) 	
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257
Yes 16% 17% 14% 16% 15%
No 68% 64% 77% 67% 70%
Don’t know 16% 19% 9% 17% 15%

Only a small proportion of children (16%) felt that they had been treated unfairly.

Table 7i - Ways in which Children felt they had been Treated Unfairly (Q27a)

No. treated unfairly (100%)
Total
78

Urban
55

Rural
24

Boys
40

Girls
39

Age 1
38

Age 2
41

Imprisoned 3% 4% 0% 6% 0% 0% 6%
Chased from home 3% 4% 0% 0% 6% 6% 0%
Beaten for nothing 7% 9% 3% 4% 10% 0% 13%
Stopped from going to school 
because I am an orphan

4% 1% 11% 6% 3% 6% 3%

Taken to my guardian’s place 3% 4% 0% 0% 6% 6% 0%
Stopped paying school fees 
due to poor performance

4% 3% 8% 7% 2% 7% 2%

Denied food 8% 2% 23% 6% 10% 9% 8%

Discrimination/backbiting 
between school/relatives/
friends

13% 15% 7% 12% 14% 10% 15%

Verbal assault/insults/
shouting

4% 5% 0% 2% 5% 0% 7%

Robbed 4% 5% 2% 5% 3% 0% 8%
Verbal abused for no reason 
by parents/other children

4% 3% 5% 5% 2% 4% 3%

Nothing/No answer 34% 37% 28% 35% 34% 41% 28%
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Relatively few children felt that they had been treated unfairly. Bearing in mind the small base 
numbers, no type of incident emerged as being one that many children cited as an example 
of unfair treatment. The incidents children described as examples of being treated unfairly 
(cited by 3% to 13% of children who responded to the question) predominantly related to 
‘discrimination’; ‘denial of food’; and ‘beating’. A third (34%) of the children did not respond to 
this question.
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Chapter Eight: The Children’s Worldview
 
Table 8a - Personalities Children Admire (Q48)

Total sample (100%)
Total 
500

Urban 
330

Rural 
170

Boys
243

Girls
257

Age 1 
295

Age 2 
205

Musical group/singer 40% 35% 49% 42% 38% 40% 40%
Actor/actress/comedian 13% 14% 10% 9% 16% 14% 11%
A traditional/religious leader 6% 5% 7% 7% 5% 5% 7%
Teacher 3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 4% 2%
Notable athlete/sportsman/
sportswoman

12% 12% 11% 16% 9% 10% 15%

Politician 3% 2% 5% 3% 4% 3% 4%
Nobody 14% 17% 7% 13% 14% 15% 11%

Among the people greatly admired by the children surveyed in Angola are musical groups 
or singers (40%), particularly among the lower socioeconomic class, the rural sector and, 
to some extent, the boys. Smaller proportions mentioned actors or actresses (13%) and 
sportsmen and sportswomen (12%). Fourteen per cent of the children claimed not to 
admire any personality, and this response was particularly prevalent among the upper 
socioeconomic group and, to some extent, in the urban areas.

Table 8b - Ambitions for Future: Career (Q65)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Doctor 15% 17% 11% 16% 14% 15% 15%
Nurse 5% 3% 9% 1% 8% 4% 6%
Engineer 21% 24% 14% 23% 19% 19% 24%
Teacher 8% 7% 10% 6% 10% 11% 4%
Lawyer 8% 8% 6% 9% 7% 7% 8%
Journalist 8% 6% 12% 6% 10% 7% 10%
Businessman 4% 4% 4% 6% 2% 3% 5%
Singer/musician 5% 3% 7% 5% 4% 5% 4%
Football player 5% 4% 6% 8% 2% 5% 4%
Pilot 4% 5% 1% 5% 3% 4% 4%

When asked about their future career plans, a wide range of professions were mentioned, 
each by a relatively low proportion of children. Among the more frequently mentioned 
professions were:

•	Engineer (21%), with a greater proportion of mentions recorded among the older age 
group, boys and the urban children.

•	Doctor (15%), with almost a fifth of urban children mentioning this profession.

In addition, there was more interest in the nursing profession among the girls (8%) than the 
boys (1%), in being a teacher among the younger children (11%) than the older ones (4%), 
and in being a journalist among the rural children (12%) than those in urban areas (6%).
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Table 8c - Perceptions of Life in Angola Today versus Life Ten Years Ago (Q64) 
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total Sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Much better 11% 11% 9% 12% 10% 13% 8%
Better 45% 52% 31% 46% 44% 45% 44%
About the same 23% 15% 38% 24% 22% 20% 28%
Worse 10% 10% 9% 8% 11% 10% 9%
Much worse 1% 0% 3% 0% 2% 1% 1%
Don’t know/I cannot say 11% 11% 10% 10% 11% 11% 10%
Mean score 3.6 3.7 3.4 3.7 3.5 3.7 3.5

A majority of 56 per cent of the children felt life in Angola currently is much better today than 
it was 10 years ago, stating that it was either ‘much better’ or ‘better’. Analysis of the various 
sub-groups indicated that marginally higher proportions of urban children and the upper and 
middle socioeconomic classes felt that life was ‘better’ currently.

Table 8������������������������������������������������������������������������            d – Children’s Expectations for their Life in the Future as Compared to 
their Parents’ Current Lives (Q66)

Total sample (100%)
Total 
500

Urban 
330

Rural 
170

Boys 
243

Girls
257

Age 1 
295

Age 2
205

Much better 19% 16% 24% 18% 20% 20% 17%
Better 56% 62% 46% 55% 57% 55% 58%
About the same 13% 10% 19% 13% 12% 11% 16%
Don’t know/I cannot say 12% 13% 10% 14% 10% 13% 9%
Mean score 4.1 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.0

A majority of 75 per cent of the children were optimistic about their future, believing�����������   that they 
would have a better life than that led by their parents currently.

Table 8e - Children’s Vision of Angola in Future (Q67)

Total sample (100%)
Total 
500

Urban 
330

Rural 
170

Boys 
243

Girls
257

Age 1 
295

Age 2
205

A much better place to live in 21% 21% 19% 21% 20% 24% 15%
A better place to live 49% 52% 44% 50% 49% 47% 52%
It will remain unchanged 9% 7% 13% 7% 10% 9% 8%
A worse place to live 2% 0% 6% 3% 1% 1% 3%
Don’t know/I cannot say 18% 18% 18% 18% 18% 16% 21%
Mean score 4.1 4.1 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.0

	 	
A majority of the children (70%) were positive that Angola would be a better place to live in 
future. About a fifth of the respondents did not respond to this question.

The reasons children felt confident about their country’s future were because they expect:
•	‘Less poverty’ (51%)
•	‘Less delinquency/violence’ (51%)
•	‘Less unemployment’ (42%)
•	‘Better education’ (41%)
•	‘Better economic situation’ (42%)
•	‘Good governance’ (34%)
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Table 8f - Children’s Vision for Angola (Q70)

Total sample (100%)
 

Total Urban Rural
500 330 170
Total
mentions

First
mention

Total
mentions

First 
mention

Total 
mentions

First
mention

Without delinquency/
violence

65% 38% 65% 37% 66% 40%

With a better economic 
situation

51% 17% 50% 15% 52% 22%

Where everybody would 
have a job

55% 12% 57% 11% 49% 15%

A peaceful country 59% 18% 60% 19% 58% 15%
With social equality 29% 4% 36% 5% 13% 1%
With no pollution 26% 1% 33% 1% 13% 0%
Without drugs/alcoholism 38% 2% 46% 2% 22% 2%
Nothing/No answer 16% 1% 14% 0% 20% 1%

Children were very focused and consistent in their vision for improving their country. There 
were four key improvements referred to by the children:

•	Without delinquency or violence (65%)
•	Peace in the country (59%) 
•	Jobs/employment for all (55%)
•	A better economic situation (51%), with more children in the upper class mentioning this 

as a factor
•	Without drugs or alcoholism (38%)

Table 8g - Choice between Staying in own Country in the Future and going 
Elsewhere (Q71)

Total sample (100%)
Total 
500

Urban 
330

Rural 
170

Boys 
243

Girls
257

Age 1 
295

Age 2
205

To continue living in Angola 44% 44% 45% 39% 49% 47% 40%
To live in another country 38% 35% 44% 41% 35% 37% 39%
Don’t know 18% 22% 11% 20% 17% 16% 21%

Slightly less than 45 per cent of the children, comprising relatively higher proportions of the 
girls than the boys, and more of the younger age group than the older age group, claimed 
that they would prefer to stay in Angola. However, a substantial proportion (38%) would 
consider living in another country. Among the countries children would consider migrating to 
are:

•	Europe such as Holland, Denmark, Spain, Germany and the United Kingdom
•	South America such as Brazil or Argentina	 	
•	United States of America 

	
Table 8h - Expectations of the Government (Q76)

Total sample (100%)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls
500 330 170 243 257

Take care of us/give us aid 6% 5% 8% 5% 7%
Respect children’s rights/consider children’s 
opinions/allow for children’s voices

7% 5% 10% 9% 4%

Provide free education for all children 4% 2% 8% 5% 3%
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Provide security/peace 6% 4% 10% 7% 4%
Take care of street children/orphans/vulnerable 
children

14% 12% 20% 13% 16%

Help the needy 5% 4% 8% 5% 5%

Provide education facilities/increase number of 
schools/train more teachers/provide counselling 
services/provide vocational services for children 

67% 66% 69% 65% 69%

Heal us/treat us/bring us medicine/build hospitals 35% 40% 25% 36% 34%

Ensure development/develop our country/build 
houses/build stadiums/educate people/develop 
people

20% 15% 29% 26% 14%

Provide recreation facilities/parks 21% 24% 14% 21% 21%
Encourage sports/develop sports as a whole 
especially football

5% 6% 5% 7% 3%

Provide me/children with free transport 5% 6% 4% 8% 3%
Nothing/No answer 19% 24% 11% 16% 23%

Among the issues that children felt the government should prioritise:
•	Adequate educational support for all children (67%)
•	Health facilities/medicine (35%)
•	Recreational facilities (21%)
•	Development (20%)
•	Take care of vulnerable children (14%)

Table 8i - Children’s Views on the Effectiveness of Elections (Q73) 
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Yes, very effective 20% 22% 17% 19% 21% 21% 19%
Yes, rather effective 16% 15% 17% 15% 17% 16% 17%
Neither effective nor 
ineffective

10% 9% 14% 12% 9% 10% 10%

No, rather ineffective 4% 4% 5% 3% 5% 3% 7%
No, very ineffective 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 1% 4%
Don’t know/I cannot say 48% 49% 45% 48% 47% 50% 44%
Mean score 3.9 4 3.7 3.9 4 4.1 3.7

It is interesting to note that a substantial proportion (48%) of the children were non-committal 
when responding to this question. Thus they responded by stating they ‘don’t know/can’t 
say’.

On the other hand, approximately a third of the children believe that elections are a ‘very 
effective’ or ’rather effective’ means to improve the state of things in a country. Analysis by 
urban and rural area, and by age indicates no marked differences. 
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Figure 8a - Extent of Trust in Different Sectors of Society (Q74)�

	  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

3%27%3%6%8%15%39%

74% 12%
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28% 12% 10% 11% 7% 26% 6%

25% 12% 9% 10% 5% 7%31%

33% 22% 10% 7%
1%

5%

5%21%

Adults in General(4.2)

Your mother (4.8)

Your father (4.8)

Your aunt (4.2)

Your grandmother/father  (4.3)

Your techers (4.2)

Your church /religous leader   (4.3)

The government   (3.6)

The Presdient /Head of state  (3.7)

The mass media  (4.0)

The police  (3.6)

The army  (3.7)

Medical  doctors  (4.1)

Yes.totaly Yes.quite Nither trust nor distrust

No. not very much No. Not at all Don’t know

No answer

As evident from the graph above, the institutions and individuals that children trust the most 
include their parents, followed by grandparents, religious leaders, aunt and adults in general. 
Among those least trusted in society are the government, the President, the police and the 
army.		

�	���������������������������������������������������������������            The figures in brackets show the mean scores from the ratings.
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Chapter Nine: THE CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Table 9a - Awareness of Children’s Rights (Q58)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
To education 60% 61% 59% 59% 62% 60% 62%
Not to be hurt or mistreated 49% 46% 56% 46% 52% 47% 52%
To play/to amusement 45% 44% 46% 42% 48% 46% 43%
To free expression 44% 45% 42% 45% 42% 42% 46%
To be loved 43% 44% 42% 43% 44% 41% 47%
To health 47% 49% 43% 46% 48% 44% 51%
To a healthy environment 41% 40% 44% 39% 43% 39% 44%
To choose what I like 39% 40% 38% 40% 39% 39% 40%
To information 38% 40% 33% 40% 36% 37% 39%
None 27% 26% 30% 28% 26% 30% 23%

A substantial proportion of respondents were aware of their right to education (60%) and 
this was consistent across the various sub-groups interviewed. Approximately half of the 
respondents were aware of the ‘right of not to be hurt’, with more respondents in the older 
age group mentioning this, and the ‘right to health’, with a higher proportion of mentions 
among the girls and the middle socioeconomic class. 

Among the other rights which were mentioned by sizeable proportions of between 38 per 
cent and 45 per cent of the children were:

•	Right to play/amusement
•	Right to free expression
•	Right to be loved
•	Right to a healthy environment
•	Right to choose what I like
•	Right to information

All these rights except the right to information received a higher proportion of mentions in the 
higher socioeconomic group than in the lower ones.

Table 9bi-ix - Children’s Views on the Extent to which Various Rights are 
Resected in Angola (Q59)�

i) Extent of respect for ‘right to education’
 No. who are aware of right to 
education (100%)

Total 
302

Urban 
202

Rural 
100

Boys 
143

Girls
158

Age 1 
176

Age 2 
126

Yes, totally 36% 33% 41% 40% 32% 37% 34%
Yes, quite 20% 23% 13% 20% 19% 19% 20%
No, not quite 18% 21% 13% 14% 23% 17% 20%
Don’t know 22% 19% 29% 24% 21% 24% 20%
Mean score 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.5 3.4 3.5 3.5

A majority of 56 per cent of the children who were aware of the right to education believed that 
it is respected in Angola. Analysis by various sub-groups indicated no marked differences. 

�	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                  This question was only asked where children were aware of the rights referred to in Question 58.
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ii) Extent of respect for ‘right to free expression’
No. who are aware of right to 
free expression (100%) 

Total 218
Urban 
147

Rural 
72

Boys 
110

Girls 
108

Age 1 
123

Age 2 
95

Yes, totally 11% 12% 8% 12% 9% 12% 9%
Yes, quite 18% 19% 17% 21% 15% 16% 21%
No, not quite 33% 34% 30% 25% 41% 28% 39%
No, not at all 6% 7% 5% 3% 10% 8% 5%
Don’t know 28% 23% 39% 32% 24% 33% 22%
No response 4% 5% 2% 7% 1% 3% 4%
Mean score 2.8 2.9 2.5 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.9

	
In total, 29 per cent of the children who were aware of their right to free expression believed 
it is respected to some extent in Angola. However, almost 40 per cent believed the reverse 
to be true, with this group comprising a substantially higher proportion of the girls and of the 
older age group.

iii) Extent of respect for ‘right to choose what I like’
No. who are aware of right to 
‘choose what I like’ (100%)

Total 
197

Urban 
132

Rural 
65

Boys
97

Girls
100

Age 1 
115

Age 2 
82

Yes, totally 9% 12% 5% 9% 10% 14% 4%
Yes, quite 20% 22% 14% 20% 19% 20% 19%
No, not quite 26% 27% 23% 21% 30% 16% 39%
No, not at all 6% 3% 10% 5% 6% 6% 5%
Don’t know 37% 32% 46% 41% 33% 43% 27%
Mean score 2.6 2.8 2.2 2.5 2.7 2.5 2.6

About a third of the respondents who claimed to be aware of children rights ‘to choose 
what they like’ did not know if this right was respected in Angola. Approximately 30 per cent 
agreed that children had the right to choose what they like, with a high proportion of children 
in the urban areas than in rural areas taking this view. 

iv) Extent of respect for ‘right to play’
No. who are aware of’ 
right to ‘play’ (100%)

Total 
224

Urban 
146

Rural 
79

Boys 
102

Girls
122

Age 1 
137

Age 2
88

Yes, totally 19% 27% 4% 19% 19% 19% 19%
Yes, quite 27% 22% 37% 32% 24% 29% 26%
No, not quite 28% 28% 28% 21% 34% 24% 34%
No, not at all 3% 3% 3% 2% 4% 4% 0%
Don’t know 21% 18% 27% 25% 18% 23% 18%
Mean score 3.2 3.4 2.9 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.3

Almost half of the children felt that their rights to play are respected in Angola. The rating was 
relatively lower among the rural group.

v) Extent of respect for ‘right not to be mistreated’ 
No. aware of right of ‘not to 
be mistreated’ (100%)

Total 
246

Urban 
151

Rural 
95

Boys 
111

Girls 
135

Age 1 
140

Age 2 
106

Yes, totally 20% 19% 22% 25% 16% 22% 18%
Yes, quite 21% 21% 21% 18% 24% 20% 22%
No, not quite 28% 31% 22% 23% 31% 24% 33%
No, not at all 5% 4% 7% 5% 5% 5% 5%
Don’t know 24% 23% 25% 27% 21% 28% 18%
Mean score 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3 3.2
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According to 41 per cent of the children, the rights to ‘not being mistreated’ are honoured to 
some extent in Angola, while about a third believed that this right is not respected. Analyses 
of the various sub-groups indicate no marked differences. A quarter of the children could not 
answer this question, particularly those in the younger age group. 

vi) Extent of respect for ‘right to be loved’
No. who are aware of right 
‘to be loved’ (100%)

Total 
217

Urban 
147

Rural 
71

Boys 
104

Girls
113

Age 1 
121

Age 2 
96

Yes, totally 21% 22% 21% 21% 22% 22% 20%
Yes, quite 20% 17% 28% 25% 16% 17% 24%
No, not quite 25% 31% 13% 16% 33% 23% 28%
Don’t know 30% 28% 35% 35% 25% 37% 21%
Mean score 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.1 2.9 3.2

Again, ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                 41 per cent feels that the right to be loved is respected in most cases, with a higher 
proportion of respondents in rural areas stating that this is the case (49%, as compared to 
39% in urban areas). A quarter of the children felt that the right to be loved is not respected 
in most cases, and this response was particularly frequent among the girls and children and 
youth in urban areas.

A notable proportion of the younger children (37%), boys (35%) and rural children (35%) 
found it difficult to answer this question.

vii) Extent of respect for ‘right to information’

No. who are aware of 
right to ‘information’ 
(100%)

Total 
190

Urban 134
Rural
57

Boys 
97

Girls 93
Age 1 
110

Age 2
 80

Yes, totally 10% 11% 8% 17% 3% 10% 9%
Yes, quite 25% 24% 29% 18% 33% 23% 28%
No, not quite 31% 36% 19% 25% 37% 29% 33%
No, not at all 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 6% 1%
Don’t know 27% 21% 41% 33% 21% 30% 22%
Mean score 2.9 3.0 2.6 2.8 2.9 2.8 3.0

Only a third of these children������������������������������������������������������������������           believed that their right to information is respected in Angola, 
while a similar proportion believed that the contrary was true. In addition, slightly more than 
a quarter of the children (27%) ‘don’t know’ if their rights to information are respected in 
Angola.

viii) Extent of respect for ‘right to health’
No. aware of right to ‘health’ 
(100%)

Total 
235

Urban 
163

Rural 
73

Boys 
112

Girls
123

Age 1 
130

Age 2 
105

Yes, totally 29% 32% 23% 29% 29% 34% 24%
Yes, quite 24% 24% 23% 28% 20% 24% 23%
No, not quite 20% 23% 15% 15% 25% 13% 29%
Don’t know 24% 19% 35% 24% 24% 26% 21%
Mean score 3.4 3.5 3.0 3.4 3.3 3.4 3.3

More than half the children who are aware of their right to health (53%), believed that it is 
respected in Angola. They comprised relatively higher proportions of the urban children and 
the younger age group. A notable proportion, particularly from the rural areas (35%) found it 
difficult to respond to this question.
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ix) Extent of respect for ‘right to a healthy environment’
No. who are aware of right to 
‘healthy environment’ (100%)

Total 
205

Urban 
131

Rural 
74

Boys 
94

Girls 
111

Age 1
115

Age 2
90

Yes, totally 18% 21% 13% 19% 17% 21% 15%
Yes, quite 20% 17% 25% 24% 17% 16% 25%
No, not quite 24% 29% 15% 24% 24% 17% 33%
No, not at all 8% 7% 10% 4% 11% 12% 4%
Don’t know 27% 23% 34% 27% 27% 33% 18%
Mean score 2.9 3.1 2.7 3 2.9 2.8 3.1

Among the children who were aware of their right to a healthy environment, 38 per cent 
believed that this is respected in Angola. However, a third of the children, including a 
particularly high proportion of those from urban areas, disagreed. More than a quarter of 
the children found it difficult to respond to this question, particularly among the younger age 
group in rural areas.
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Chapter Ten: Awareness or Knowledge of Issues 
Relating to Young People 

In order to evaluate children’s general knowledge of public issues that are particularly 
relevant to young people, respondents were asked to state how much information they 
received about:

•	Child rights
•	Sexual relationships
•	HIV/AIDS
•	Drug prevention
•	Computers

Table 10a - Amount of Information Children Receive about Child Rights (Q56)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
A lot 12% 10% 15% 17% 7% 10% 14%
Some 28% 34% 16% 24% 32% 29% 27%
Very little 15% 15% 14% 13% 16% 13% 17%
Only know the name 14% 13% 17% 15% 13% 15% 13%
Absolutely don’t know anything 
about it

31% 28% 38% 31% 31% 33% 29%

Mean score 2.8 2.9 2.5 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.8

The pattern of mean scores indicates that overall there is a low level of knowledge about 
children’s rights. Forty per cent of all the children surveyed claimed to be aware of children’s 
rights saying that they had ‘a lot’ or ‘some’ knowledge about them. This group comprised 
higher proportions of the urban sample than the rural one, and, to some extent, more of the 
boys and older age group than the girls and younger age group.
 
A substantial proportion (31%), of the children, particularly in rural areas (38%), claimed not 
to be aware of children’s rights.

Table 10b - Amount of Information Children Receive about Sexual 
Relationships (Q56)
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
A lot 12% 14% 9% 12% 12% 8% 19%
Some 26% 25% 28% 24% 28% 23% 30%
Very little 27% 29% 22% 27% 26% 27% 25%
Only know the name 11% 7% 16% 11% 10% 12% 8%
Absolutely don’t know anything 
about it

24% 25% 24% 25% 24% 29% 17%

Mean score 2.9 3.0 2.8 2.9 3.0 2.7 3.2

The pattern of mean scores suggests low levels of knowledge of sexual relationships among 
the children questioned in Angola. The level of awareness was lowest among the younger 
age group and, to some extent, within the rural sector.
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Table 10c - Amount of Information Children Receive about HIV/AIDS (Q 55)
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
A lot 20% 21% 16% 20% 19% 12% 30%
Some 30% 29% 31% 28% 32% 30% 30%
Very little 29% 29% 29% 31% 27% 33% 24%
Only know the name 8% 6% 12% 7% 9% 10% 5%
Absolutely don’t know anything 
about it

14% 14% 12% 14% 13% 15% 11%

Mean score 3.3 3.4 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.1 3.6

A majority of 50 per cent of the total sample claimed to be aware of HIV/AIDS stating they 
had ‘a lot’ or ‘some’ knowledge. A higher proportion of older children (60%) claimed they 
were aware of HIV/AIDS than those in the younger age group (42%). The pattern of mean 
scores (3.3 in total) suggests a fair level of awareness, but there is need for further education 
on the subject as the table above indicates that 14 per cent of these children and youth know 
absolutely nothing about HIV/AIDS and a further 37 per cent claimed to know ‘very little’ or 
‘only know the name’.

Table 10d - Amount of Information Children Receive about Preventing Drug 
Abuse (Q 55)
 
Total sample (100%)

Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
500 330 170 243 257 295 205

A lot 12% 12% 12% 13% 12% 8% 19%
Some 21% 21% 21% 22% 20% 18% 26%
Very little 20% 19% 22% 20% 20% 22% 17%
Only know the name 16% 15% 17% 17% 14% 16% 15%
Absolutely don’t know anything 
about it

31% 33% 27% 28% 33% 36% 23%

Mean score 2.7 2.6 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.4 3.0

The level of awareness of prevention of drug abuse was low with only a third of the children 
stating that they had ‘a lot’ or some knowledge’, although more of the older age group 
claimed to know ‘a lot’ or ‘something’ about prevention measures. Just over 30 per cent knew 
absolutely nothing about prevention measures. The pattern of mean scores confirms the low 
awareness of methods of preventing drug abuse.

Table 10e - Amount of Information Children Receive about Computers (Q55)

Total sample (100%)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

500 330 170 243 257 295 205
A lot 8% 10% 4% 10% 6% 7% 10%
Some 16% 19% 11% 15% 18% 14% 19%
Very little 21% 22% 19% 21% 22% 19% 24%
Only know the name 24% 18% 36% 25% 24% 28% 19%
Absolutely don’t know anything about it 30% 30% 30% 30% 30% 31% 28%
Mean score 2.5 2.6 2.2 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.6

There seemed very little awareness about computers among the children in Angola with 
only a quarter having ‘some’ or ‘a lot’ of knowledge on the subject and more than half having 
no knowledge. The awareness was relatively high in urban areas (29%). Those who knew 
nothing about computer comprised notably high proportions of children in the younger age 
group.
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Table 10f - Awareness of how HIV is Transmitted (Q56)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205

Through infected blood 68% 69% 66% 63% 73% 65% 72%
Through sexual intercourse 72% 77% 63% 71% 74% 69% 77%
By using non-sterile syringes/
needles

67% 75% 53% 69% 65% 62% 74%

From mother to child 43% 50% 30% 42% 45% 40% 48%
Don’t know 11% 13% 7% 12% 10% 14% 7%

There was an exceptionally high awareness of activities and behaviours that can lead to the 
spread of HIV. The incidence of mentions of one of the key sources, ‘sexual intercourse’, was 
particularly high (72%) and was mentioned by children amongst virtually almost all the 
sub-groups interviewed. Mentions of transmission ‘through infected blood’ generated 
mentions from 68 per cent of respondents, with higher levels of mentions among the girls and 
the older age group. Mentions of ‘use of non-sterile syringes’ (67%) were substantially higher 
amongst the older age group and urban children with 75 per cent of this group mentioning it 
as a source of transmission compared to 53 per cent of the rural children. 

Approximately 11 per cent of the children were not aware of any sources of HIV transmission 
and children in the younger age group and the urban sector were more likely to be unable to 
name a method of transmission.

Table 10g - Awareness of how HIV can be Avoided/Prevented (Q57)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

No. who are aware of HIV/
AIDS (100%)

392 262 130 191 201 220 173

Be faithful 65% 63% 67% 64% 66% 61% 69%
Delay first sexual relationship 35% 38% 28% 31% 39% 37% 31%
Use condoms 83% 88% 73% 81% 85% 83% 83%
Do not share syringes/needles 67% 73% 53% 70% 63% 66% 68%
Avoid contact with infected 
people

28% 32% 20% 27% 29% 28% 28%

Don’t know 2% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2%

Overall, the children seemed well informed about the different ways one can avoid HIV 
infection. ‘Use of condoms’ generated the largest number mentions (83%). ‘Do not share 
syringes/needles’ was stressed by two thirds of the respondents, particularly among the 
urban sector (73%). ‘Being faithful’ also was mentioned by two thirds of the children, with a 
marginally higher proportion of mentions among the older age group. A substantial proportion 
(35%) also mentioned ‘delay in first sexual relationship’, with a greater proportion of children 
in urban areas, girls and the younger age group mentioning this. 

Overall, the urban sector seemed to be better informed than the rural sector about the 
different ways of avoiding HIV infection.
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Table 10hi-x - Addictive Substance: The Prevalence of Trial and Addiction 
amongst Friends (Q20)

i) Tobacco - Trial
Tobacco Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 21% 22% 19% 23% 19% 14% 30%
No 70% 72% 68% 68% 72% 76% 63%
Don’t know 9% 6% 13% 9% 9% 10% 7%

	  
  
ii) Tobacco - Addiction
Tobacco Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 15% 16% 15% 18% 13% 11% 22%
No 70% 71% 69% 69% 72% 76% 62%
Don’t know 14% 13% 16% 13% 15% 13% 16%

About a fifth of the respondents claimed to have friends who have tried tobacco and a lower 
proportion (15%) said they had friends who were addicted to it.

iii) Alcohol - Trial
Alcohol Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 31% 35% 24% 35% 28% 21% 46%
No 59% 57% 62% 55% 61% 68% 46%
Don’t know 10% 8% 15% 10% 11% 12% 9%

	
iv) Alcohol – Addiction
Alcohol Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 23% 25% 19% 26% 20% 14% 36%
No 61% 61% 62% 59% 64% 71% 47%
Don’t know 16% 14% 19% 15% 17% 15% 17%

Almost one third of the sample claimed that they had friends who had tried alcohol. This was 
most common among the older age group and boys. Approximately a quarter of children had 
friends who were addicted to alcohol.

v) Khatt/Mira – Trial								      
Cola/khatt Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
 Yes 2% 2% 2% 0% 3% 1% 3%
No 70% 70% 69% 70% 69% 72% 67%
Don’t know 28% 28% 29% 29% 28% 27% 30%

vi) Khatt/Mira – Addiction
 Cola/khatt Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 0% 2%
No 68% 70% 65% 70% 67% 72% 62%
Don’t know 31% 30% 33% 29% 32% 27% 36%

A negligible proportion of children (2%) had friends who had tried or were addicted to khatt or 
Mira.� 

�	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                 These are plant leaves that are chewed. The juice is swallowed to make the person ‘high’.
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vii) Sniffing of any Substances – Trial
 Sniff Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 4% 4% 5% 5% 3% 2% 8%
No 67% 66% 68% 66% 68% 70% 62%
Don’t know 29% 30% 27% 29% 29% 28% 30%

viii) Sniffing of any Substances - Addiction
 Sniff Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 3% 3% 4% 4% 2% 1% 6%
No 66% 68% 63% 66% 67% 69% 62%
Don’t know 31% 29% 33% 30% 31% 29% 33%

Only a negligible proportion of the children said they had friends who had tried sniffing any 
substance.

ix) Illegal Drugs – Trial						    
 Drugs Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 7% 8% 6% 7% 7% 3% 13%
No 69% 71% 67% 66% 73% 73% 64%
Don’t know 24% 22% 28% 27% 20% 24% 23%

	
x) Illegal Drugs - Addiction
Drugs Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Yes 7% 7% 6% 8% 6% 4% 11%
No 67% 68% 64% 65% 68% 71% 61%
Don’t know 27% 25% 30% 27% 26% 25% 28%

Less than 10 per cent of respondents claimed to have friends who had tried illegal drugs. 
Most of the friends of respondents who had tried illegal drugs were said to be addicted to 
them.
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Chapter Eleven: Traditional and Cultural Practices 
that Relate to Children

Table 11a - Awareness of Types of Traditional/Cultural Practices that Exist in 
Angola (Q 46)

Total sample (100%)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
500 330 170 243 257 295 205

Male circumcision 57% 64% 44% 56% 59% 52% 65%
Early marriage 44% 44% 44% 39% 48% 44% 44%
Child bondage/forced child labour 43% 39% 51% 42% 44% 43% 44%
Polygamy 41% 44% 36% 35% 47% 43% 39%
Skin piercing 39% 42% 33% 33% 44% 41% 36%
Female genital mutilation 14% 14% 12% 13% 14% 16% 10%
Widow inheritance 11% 10% 12% 10% 12% 13% 7%
Other 9% 7% 14% 10% 9% 8% 12%

Among the traditional practices children were aware of:
•	‘Male circumcision’ generated highest mentions with 57 per cent of respondents citing it. 

It received the highest proportion of mentions among the older age group and in urban 
areas.

•	‘Early marriage’, ‘child bondage’, ‘polygamy’ and ‘skin piercing’ generated mentions from 
between 41 per cent and 44 per cent of respondents:

a.	 Early marriage generated a higher level of mentions among the girls.
b.	 Child bondage seemed more familiar to children in the rural sector.
c.	 Polygamy was cited by more girls.
d.	 Skin piercing was referred to by more of the urban children and girls.

Table 11b - Cultural Practices Perceived to Be Harmful (Q47a)
  Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2
Total sample (100%) 500 330 170 243 257 295 205
Male circumcision 8% 11% 4% 8% 8% 6% 11%
Female genital mutilation 6% 7% 6% 8% 5% 6% 7%
Early marriage 23% 26% 17% 19% 26% 22% 25%
Child bondage 33% 33% 33% 34% 32% 32% 35%
Skin piercing 22% 26% 14% 18% 26% 22% 21%
Widow inheritance 7% 8% 4% 7% 6% 8% 5%
Polygamy 23% 23% 22% 21% 24% 24% 21%
Other 4% 4% 4% 5% 3% 3% 4%
No response 20% 17% 26% 22% 19% 21% 19%

Child bondage, polygamy, skin piercing and early marriage were among the cultural practices 
perceived to be harmful by proportions of between 22 per cent and 33 per cent of the 
children and youth surveyed:

•	Child bondage and polygamy received fairly consistent pattern of mentions among the 
sub-groups.

  Skin piercing and early marriage were cited most frequently by children from the urban 
groups.

•	and girls.

One fifth of the children and youth surveyed did not respond to the question.
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Table 11c - Reasons why Children Consider Traditional Practices to be Harmful 
(Q47)
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 No. who consider 
practice harmful 
(100%)

41
32 115 165 109 33 114

Caused school drop 
outs/violates child rights 
to education

4% 0% 11% 2% 4% 0% 8%

Too young/to 
manage family/early 
responsibilities

12% 7% 29% 2% 4% 0% 4%

Leads to child abuse/it 
is child abuse

11% 12% 5% 9% 6% 0% 1%

Can cause death/can 
cause complications/is 
dangerous

4% 10% 3% 12% 11% 0% 7%

Leads to lack of 
parental care

0% 2% 6% 1% 1% 0% 9%

Can easily contact 
diseases/encourages 
spread of diseases

7% 15% 9% 7% 17% 0% 5%

It is bad/irritating 11% 11% 10% 9% 5% 0% 3%
Causes 
misunderstanding/
conflicts

2% 14% 8% 2% 4% 0% 13%

Skin gets damages 6% 2% 2% 2% 5% 2% 1%
Nothing/No answer 59% 36% 24% 55% 57% 92% 49%

It should be noted that substantial proportions of respondents did not give answers concerning 
why they thought many of these traditional practices were harmful, particularly when asked 
about ‘widow inheritance’. The reasons expressed for traditional practice being harmful 
include:

•	Child bondage can cause death, is child abuse and is frustrating.
•	Early marriage imposes early responsibilities.
•	Polygamy causes misunderstandings and conflicts.
•	Skin piercing encourages the spread of diseases and can cause complications.
•	Female genital mutilation encourages spread of diseases and can lead to conflicts.
•	Male circumcision is often carried out when boys are too young to go through it, and it 

imposes early responsibilities and is frustrating.
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Chapter Twelve: Media Exposure

Table 12a - Penetration of Radio and Television in Homes (Q60)
Total Urban Rural Boys Girls Age 1 Age 2

Total sample 
(100%)

500 330 170 243 257 295 205

Radio: Yes 80% 90% 59% 81% 78% 80% 80%
Television: -Yes 81% 92% 61% 82% 81% 80% 83%

Figure 12a – Penetration of Radio and Television in Homes
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In total, 80 per cent of the children interviewed claimed to have a radio and 81 per cent a 
television at home. These comprised just over 90 per cent of the urban homes with a radio 
and 92 per cent with a television, and 59 per cent of their rural counterparts with a radio and 
61 per cent with a television. Thus, both the radio and the television are powerful mediums to 
communicate with people in Angola. 

12b. Radio Listenership and Television Viewership on Weekdays and at 
Weekends (Q61-62)	 		

RADIO TELEVISION
Weekdays Weekends Weekdays Weekends

No. have access to Radio/TV 
(100%)

Total
398

Total
398

Total
407

Total
407

As much as you want 41% 45% 37% 46%
A few hours a day 11% 8% 18% 14%
An hour or less a day 5% 3% 8% 4%
No special habits/it depends 18% 15% 17% 14%
Not allowed to watch television at 
all during the week

3% 1% 3% 0%
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Children who had access to a radio and/or television were asked if there were any 
restrictions on the time they spend listening to the radio or watching television during week 
days and weekends.

The pattern of radio listenership indicates that slightly more children listen to the radio ‘as 
much as they want’ during the weekends than during week days. There was no significant 
difference in the proportion that listens to the radio during the week and the weekend. Between 
41 per cent and 45 per cent claimed to listen to the radio during week days and weekends as 
much as they wanted.

Television viewership was slightly, but not significantly, higher during the weekends as 
compared to week days. Thus a relatively high proportion of the children who had access to 
a television spent more time watching it during the weekends than during week days; 46 per 
cent of the children with access to television watch it as much as they want during weekends 
as compared to 37 per cent  during the week. 

Thus, on the whole children have a greater degree of access or exposure to the television at 
the weekend than during the week.



Angola60 Angola

Appendix : KISH GRID SAMPLING METHOD

This method is used to randomly select a respondent within a household. It eliminates 
subjective selection of respondents and ensures random sampling.

The questionnaire used in the field should have serial numbers as these are important in 
respondent selection.
 
Once you have randomly selected the household to interview and you are already in 
that household, you first find out how many people living in the household are eligible to 
be interviewed by listing their names in descending order of age (from the oldest to the 
youngest).

You then circle the last digit of the questionnaire serial number in the grid (see below). 
Draw a vertical line from the serial number and a horizontal line from the last member of the 
household.

Select the respondent whose number corresponds to the number that falls on the intersection 
of the two lines.

Example 
The questionnaire you are using has serial number 257 (the last digit of the serial number is 
‘7’) and the household has five adults aged nine to 17 years old.

INFORMATION ABOUT FAMILY MEMBERS AGED 
21 YEARS AND OVER
  AGE Boys Girls 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 James Newton 17 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

2 Maggie Newton 15 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1

3 Richard Andy 13 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1

4 Cate Morry 11 1 2 2 3 4 2 3 4 2 3 4 2

5 Lilly Jose 9 1 2 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4

6   1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

7   1 2 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4

In this case the person selected is ‘2’, which is Maggie Newton. Thus Maggie will be the person 
to be interviewed. 
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